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Bittersweet farewell to Mount Class of 2024

MSMU class of 2025

n Saturday, May 11th, Mount
St. Marys University bid fare-
well to the Class of 2024. In this
months edition of the News-Jour-
nal, we recognize our graduated staff’
members: Managing Editor, Claire
Doll, Sports Editor Steven Morano,
and Fine Arts Editor Ashley Walczyk.
To say they will be missed is an under-
statemeng; their artistry and dedica-
tion have made this paper remarkable.
Claire Doll has been dedicated
to the paper for three years. Upon
graduation, she plans to teach
English/language arts at a Mary-
land public school. She hopes to
eventually obtain an MFA in Cre-
ative Writing or a Masters in Read-
ing Education. Her love for writing
and teaching, and subsequently, her
skill, are a tremendous influence on
the lives of those she meets. “I hope
to promote reading and writing to
middle/high school students and
really emphasize writing as an art.”
Just as Claire has been an asset
to the Mount community, her col-
lege experiences have shaped her as
well. From finding comfort in the

ing the collegiate literary magazine,
Claire has found an abundance of
opportunities in her four years. “My
favorite experience at the Mount was
student teaching at the Thurmont
middle school and meeting a won-
derful class of students,” she says.
“T was mentored by the best, and I
learned how to manage and teach in
a classroom before I even graduated.”

Claire thanks Editor Mike Hill-
man and the rest of the News-Journal
staff for a such a unique experience
with the paper.

Steve Morano plans on attend-
ing the Mounts Richard Bolte
School of Business in pursuit of a
Masters in Sport Management. He
also plans on becoming a Grad-
uate Assistant in the Office of
Sports Information for the Achletic
Department at the Mount during
that time as well. He has made
many friends both on the club
baseball team at the Mount, and
through three years living on cam-
pus, as well as one year living off
campus. “I also loved working in
the History Department Office as
a student worker for the past four
years and getting to know my pro-

Unlike prior years where June finds us saying goodbye to our senior staff, this

year we're lucky. Steve will be staying on to be the graduate advisor to our junior
staff, and Claire will be authoring a column sharing her experiences as a new
teacher, and we fondly hope Ashley gives us first dibs on stories she writes.

fessors and other faculty, especially
my boss, Patricia McDermitt. I also
would not have met my girlfriend,
Karsen, if I did not attend the
Mount.” Steve plans to continue
his work with the News-Journal as
Graduate Advisor of the paper.

“I am eternally grateful for the
institution and the faculty for mak-
ing the last four years at the school
the best period of my life,” he says.

Ashley Walczyk has completed her
degree in three! She reflects on extra-
curriculars that she holds close to her
heart, such as Mount Theatre and

Lighted Corners. Ashley is currently
looking at opportunities for tech-
nical writing positions. “With my
English degree, writing is something
I focused heavily on...I thought it
would be best to go with that as my
job,” she says. Ashley plans to stay
in her hometown of York, Pennsyl-
vania. “I plan on continuing writing
creatively with aspirations of becom-
ing a published author,” says Ashley.

Please join us in congratulat-
ing and thanking these staff mem-
bers and wishing them luck in the
years to come!

Woodsboro

n May 6, hundreds of com-

munity and business leaders
showed up to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of Woodsboro's own
Woodsboro Bank.

The afternoon was filled with
congratulatory speeches, yet none
were so elegantly delivered, or
more from the heart, than that
delivered by Woodsboro Burgess
Heath Barnes.

Barnes recited an exhaustive list
of how the bank and the Town
have worked together over many
years. He thanked the bank for all
the support they've given financ-
ing many of the town improve-
ment programs, specifically noting
that the bank will be providing the
funds for the construction of the
new Town Hall “at a rate that no
other bank would even come close
to providing,” Barnes said.

“The bank,” Barnes said, “is a
true partner with the town and its
people. Just as we see the bank as
our bank, its employees see and
treat us as their town. I could not
be prouder of it or happier it calls
our town home.”

The highlight of the afternoon’s
events was the special presentation
from the Frederick County Land-
marks Foundation - a historic land-
mark plaque. These are awarded to
buildings and structures that are

Bank celebrates 125th anniversary

over 100 years of age, possess his-
torical and/or architectural signifi-
cance, and retain physical integrity.

The Woodsboro Savings Bank of
Frederick County, with its bank-
ing house in Woodsboro, Mary-
land, was organized on May 1,
1899 with capital stock of $25,000
and was chartered under the bank-
ing laws of Maryland. It was one of
the very few financial institutions
completely solvent in the bank
closings of the early depression of
the 1930’s.

The Banking House, erected
in 1901, a handsome, substan-
tial edifice three stories high, built
of brick with a fine pressed brick
front, and equipped with vaults
and safe of the latest design, being
fire and burglar proof. Everything
about the office was thoroughly
up to date and nothing had been
omitted that would add to the
safety of the building. In 1954, a
new annex was added to the bank
which included a new directors
room, vault, and indoor restrooms.
In 1965, the main banking room
was completely remodeled. Today,
the landmark building is a modern
banking facility.

The bank was established in
response to the growing agricul-
tural, commercial, and residential

needs of the County. The bank has
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Of all the congratulatory speeches, none were so elegantly delivered, or more
from the heart, than that delivered by Woodsboro Burgess Heath Barnes.

remained steadfast in its commit-
ment to providing accessible, local
banking solutions for all. In an
era where financial landscapes are
constantly evolving, the longevity
of the institution speaks volumes
about their resilience, dedication,
and unwavering commitment to
serving their community.

Today, the Woodsboro Bank is
the second largest independent

bank in Frederick County. Only

the Middletown Bank beats it in
terms of assets under management.
Since its inception, the Bank has
established multiple satellite offices
in and around Frederick County.
Based upon the number of busi-
ness owners present at the 125th
anniversary celebration, it has
more than earned its reputation
as a bank to turn to when needing
funds, and a bank one can feel safe
depositing one’s savings with.
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Water rates set to rise by 25%

« Es the last thing I wanted to do,” said

dearly frustrated Burgess Heath
Barnes, “but we have no other options.
The water and sewer systems arent pay-
ing for themselves and we'e constanty
having to take money out of our Gen-
eral Fund to cover the shortfall. We just
cant keep doing it.”

In January, the Towns auditor rec-
ommended the Town Council cancel a
$400,000+ loan that it had been carry-
ing in its books from its General Fund
to its Water and Sewer Fund. The Town
Council voted unanimously in favor of
this action at last month's meeting,

Currendly, all expenses associated with
running the Town's water and sewer sys-
tem, such as electricity, maintenance,
equipment replacement costs, chem-
icals, and waste disposal, are charged
directly to the Water and Sewer Fund.
While the $75,000/year salary of the
support contractor who physically over-
sees the day-to-day operation of both

plants is charged to the Water and
Sewer Fund, the salaries of the Town’s
two full dme employees as well as the
“Town Manager are charged to the Gen-
eral Fund, regardless of whether or not
they are working on items related to the
water and sewer systems.

The “hours” the Towns two full-
time employees work on Water and
Sewer operations is tracked and these
incremental charges create the bulk of
the $400,000 loan to the Water and
Sewer Fund that has accumulated over
the last 20+ years.

“By dearing up the loan on the books
of the Water Fund,” Barnes said, “it
enabled the Town to get a better idea of
what the true financial situation is with
the Towns Water and Sewer Fund and
in doing so, get a better understanding
of how much it is costing the Town t©
run the water and sewer plant and to
make sure we are at least close to break-
ing even on cost. Unfortunately; what

the number told us was not good.”

Currently, residents pay a flat rate of
$17/quarter for a “connection fee” and
$4.60 for every 1,000 gallons of water
they use. Under the new fee structure,
the “connection fee” will increase to
$20/quarter and the cost of water will
increase to $5.75 for every 1,000 gal-
lons of water used.

Residents currendy pay a flat sewer rate
of $125/quarter for the first 10,000 gal-
lons they take from the town water sys-
tem. Under the new rate structure, the
flat sewer rate will increase to $140/quar-
ter. For every 1,000 gallons of water/quar-
ter used by a homeowner, an extra $14
will be added to the quarterly bill

“While a 25% rate increase may
sound like a log, for the average home-
owner who uses 10,000 gallons of water
a quarter; their quarterly bill will only go
up $34,” said Barnes. “Even with the
rate increase, we still have the cheapest
water and sewer rates in the county.”

Woodsboro News-Briefs. . .

Contract for street
sweeping service approved
Thanks to the efforts of Commissioner
Cutshall, Woodsboro once again will
have its streets swept on a regular basis.
Following the revelation at the April
Council meeting that the street sweep-
ing service the Town had contracted
with in 2021 had stopped coming last
spring with no prior notificadon to the
Town or reason given, Cutshall offered
to take the lead in finding a replacement.
Cutshall was successful in his effort,
and he subsequenty toured the Town
with a new contractor to scope out the
extent of work. Due to the length of
time since the last street cleaning, an
extensive amount of debris has built up
in the gutters, so the first street sweep-
ing is expected to take 8 to 10 hours to

complete. After that, the contractor esti-
mates it will take only 8 hours to sweep
the streets at a cost of approximately
$1,200 to $1,500 per sweep. The $300
difference in final cost per sweep will be
based upon the condition of the streets
at the time.

Based upon an upper cost of $1,500,
Burgess Barnes recommended, and the
Council agreed, that the Town should
aim to have the streets swept at least
once a quarter.

“We budgeted $6,000 for street
sweeping, so even if a sweeping takes
longer than planned and we are billed at
the upper end of the estimate, we have
the money already set,” said Barnes.

Barnes noted that the Towns AWOL
street sweeper had given the Town
an estimate for $1,440 to $1,920 per

sweep, “so well be getting the streets
swept at a better rate than before.”

No news on Town Hall

A disappointed Barnes told the Town
Council that the architect and builder
of the new Town Hall had still not
finalized the cost estimate for the proj-
ect, s0 he had nothing new to present
for review.

In hopes of getting construction
underway as soon as possible, Barnes
had suggested that the Council meet
May 2, as opposed to its regularly sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday, May 14, to
fast track the approval of the final design
for the Town Hall and its cost.

If it had worked out, and the Con-
tractor had given Barnes the estimate,
the Council could have approved the
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project at the meeting, which would
have allowed the contractor to get a
two-week jump-start on acquiring all
of the necessary County permits to start
actual construction.

Barnes told the Council that when
the estimate does come in, he will for-
ward it to everyone for their review so
they can fast track approval at the June
Council meeting,

When beginning the process to build
its first Town Hall several years ago, the
Town was prepared to spend $800,000.

Thart estimate, however, was blown out
of the water when the bids came in,
the lowest bid being $1.6 million. As a
result, Barnes and the Council have been
actively reevaluatng what amenides are
needed to create the type of Town Hall
they envisioned while reducing the cost
to alevel that the Town can afford.

Barnes noted that the builder and
architect have recommended several
changes to the original design that are
major cost savings and will help get the
total down to its $1.1 million goal.

Union Bridge mulls mayoral qualification criteria

’I‘he Town Council is considering
establishing mandatory qualifi-
cations for the Towns mayor position.
Requirements the Council is looking
at indlude a candidate must live in the
corporate limits of Town for two con-
secutive years and must attend three
Council meetings within 12 months
of nomination date. Candidates must
also be nominated by a resident of at
least two years and no write-ins will be
allowed for the ballot.

Mayor Perry Jones pointed out that
the Town does not want to make it diffi-
cult to become mayor, but several Carol
County towns have seen this issue over
the last several years, “and we just want
to be ahead of the game.”

Other municipalities have seen
candidates running for local office
who are lacking qualifications, includ-
ing living status, and are abruptly
seeking to make Town changes with-
out ever having attended a Council
meeting before. A considerable num-
ber of council members in these situ-
ations do not last even a year in office
before they quit, stated Jones.

“I dont have a problem with any-
body who wants to run for any office,
but they ought to be coming to the
meetings to at least know what a meet-

ingisall about and so they know how to
conduct a meeting and things like that,”
he said. Additionally, Jones noted, some
defeated candidates never return and
attend meetings to stay up to date with
Town happenings after the election.

According to the Maryland Munici-
pal League, municipalities cannot legally
require mayoral candidates to have first
served on the Council, Jones said.

Citing efforts the Town has made to
encourage participation in local govern-
ment, Councilman Bret Grossnickle
questioned the need to change elec-
tion procedures and qualifications to
run for Union Bridge mayor. “We cer-
tainly dont want to make it more diffi-
cult for someone to run when we have
enough trouble getting people to run,”
Grossnickle said.

Grossnickle also voiced reservations
against the Town's procedure of nom-
inating potential candidates from the
floor, calling it “unnecessary” These
requirements  could potentally pre-
vent someone who qualifies for the
position from throwing their hat in
the ring because they didnt feel like
jumping through hoops, according to
Grossnickle.

Jones noted it is common procedure
in many different committees to be

nominated and accepted before appear-
ing on the ballot.

Jones encouraged anyone inter-
ested in running for local government
or wanting to know about the hap-
penings of their Town to attend the
Council meetings instead of finding
out second hand.

Grossnickle agreed, noting his own
inexperience when he began on the
Council. “You have to start some-
where,” he said.

FY 24/25 Budget Approved

At its April 22 meeting, the Union
Bridge Town Council approved its FY
25 Budget.

Several work meetings went into the
draft budget which includes expen-
ditures and revenue of $1,174,714,
according to Mayor Perry Jones.

The town tax rate will remain at 35
cents per $100 of full value assessment
of property in town. The personal prop-
erty tax rate is proposed to remain at 75
cents per $100 assessed value, he said.

New Water Contaminant Limits
Announced

In other business Town Attomey
Mandi Porter noted the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has finalized the

maximum contaminant limit for forever

PFOS and PFOA chemicals at four parts
per trillion for each contaminant.

A remediation program for the town's
drinking water has been an ongoing dis-
cussion in town. The town is hoping
for more grants from the state as well as
receiving funding from municipal lid-
gation, Porter said.

A proud sponsor of the
Woodsboro-Walkersville
News-Journal

www.swbarrick.com 301-845-6343

Two of the most prevalent PFAS
compounds, FOA and PFOS, were
identified in samples taken from the
towns water system in 2022, with con-
centration of 3.78 parts per trillion (ppt)
and 16.7 ppt respectively, resulting in
the distribution of a public notice as
required by MDE.
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No tax increase for FY-25 budget

he Towns FY-25 budget

was introduced at the April
Council meeting. The budget
does not include a property tax
rate increase, which will stay at
14 cents per $100 of assessed
value.

The budget is broken up into
two main categories, also known
as funds. The General Fund
is used for paying day-to-day
Town operating expenses, which
include office salaries, insurance,
vehicle maintenance, &c, and
the Water Fund pays for opera-
tion of the water plant.
FY-25, General Fund
income is estimated to be
$4,847,768, with expenditures
of $5,914,087. The deficit of
$1,066,319 is primarily due to
Capital Project expenses. To off-
set the difference, the Town will
be adding $1,066,319 from the
surplus fund to the revenue to
“balance” the budget.

Town Manager Sean Williams

explained that the deficit will be

For

covered using carryover funds
from prior years when the Town
failed to spend all the budgeted
monies. Williams pointed out
that while the Town was fortu-
nate to be able to draw upon
this surplus, it is getting smaller
each year and the ability to pull
from it may soon no longer be
an option.

Principle sources of revenue for
the General Fund are property
taxes of $1,158,873 (increase
of $96,540 in FY-25) and State
income taxes of $1,241,183
(increase of $57,143 in FY-25).
Other notable changes in rev-
enues include Program Open
Space revenue decreasing from
$243,600 in FY24 to $45,000
in FY-25.

General Fund expenditures
are set to increase by $100,585.
The main sources of the increase
are trash collection and yard
waste pickup costs. Williams
explained that fuel surcharges
and dumping fees are a big

part of these expenses. Mainte-
nance salaries are also projected
to increase by $30,000. Project
Open Space work, however, will
see a decrease in expenditure of
$70,565.

With the Maple and Mary-
land Avenue Road reconstruc-
tion projects all but wrapped up,
the Capital Projects portion of
the General Fund expenditures
will see a decrease of $1,528,200
to $1,131,196. FY-25 projects
include the purchase of a dump
truck with salt spreader & snow-
plow, a stump grinding skid
steer, an additional skid steer,
and a tractor cap, as well as the
renovation to the Public Works
building, all totaling $208,200.

The Water Fund
are expected to increase from
$1,449,000 to $4,880,757, an
increase of $3,431,757.85. The
large jump is primarily driven
by the infusion of $3,138,837
from The American Rescue

Fund Act (ARPA), which will be

revenues

allotted to cover the cost of the
Discovery water main replace-
The remainder of the
increase comes from water usage
charges ($120,000) and the spe-
cial assessment fee ($152,920)
designed to help pay back the
loan for the water plant at $100
per residence.
Water  Fund
include minor

ment.

expenditures
increases for
building maintenance, salaries,
and the cost of chemicals for
water treatment. The most sub-
stantial expenditure in the Water
Fund will be the Discovery water
main replacement.

Commissioners Gary Baker
and Tom Gilbert were both con-
cerned by the $3,380,000 price
tag for the project. Williams
explained that the engineering
stage and the first two phases
are covered by ARPA funds.
“It’s the years following that will
be a challenge because we need
around $1,500,000 for
phase. This is why raising rates is

> he said.

Williams said the project can-

each

important,

not wait any longer as the water
main is experiencing more and
more breaks, and even though
they plan on doing the worst
parts first and phasing the rest in,
Town staff expect it to be at least
a 10-year project. “I would love
to see this done in two years, but
we just don’t have the money for
it,” Williams said. “We also need
to consider that Glade Town will
need a water main replacement
soon and there is the Green
Street project to consider, plus
whatever else that comes up.”

Williams pointed out that
after the water mains are fixed,
they will need to redo the roads,
adding to the cost for the repairs.

Expressing concern about the
ability of the Town to fund the
work needed down the road, Gil-
bert suggested the Council look
at raising the water rates. “An
increase in water rates of 10%
every year is the easiest way pos-
sible. In three years, that gives
us about $350,000 in profit. It
won’t pay for all of the projects,
but every little bit helps.”

Commission considers

he Town Council, in a vote

of 3-2, sent the Compre-
hensive Plan back to the Plan-
ning Commission to remove the
115-acre Staley property from
future development and keep it
as it is currently zoned, indus-
trial agriculture. This decision is
in response to Walkersville resi-
dents stating their objections to
the inclusion of any development
at the draft Comprehensive Plan
public workshop review meeting
in April.

Town Attorney Leslie Powell
explained to the Commission that
the entire Plan was sent back for
review because the main focus of
the Plan is “slow growth,” and if
the Commission removes the Sta-
ley property from future devel-
opment without exploring other
properties, the entire Plan won’t
make sense. “If you just take the
Staley property out, the Plan will
not be consistent with the other
work that has been done,” said
Powell.

Chair David Ennis asked why
the Burgess and Commissioners
didn’t just remove the Staley prop-
erty from the Plan and approve
the rest of it. Powell explained that
the “slow growth” view that the
Commission created was interwo-
ven throughout the Plan and the
removal of one item could unravel
the rest of it.

If the Staley property is removed
from the Plan for development,
the Town would have approxi-
mately 20 to 25 units available for
future development, according to
Staff Liaison Susan Hauver. She
explained that subdividing larger
lots would be the Town’s best
option. Member Jeremy Peter-
son concurred, adding that there
are properties in Town sitting
dormant that could be changed
to residential zoning to meet the
demand for “slow growth.”

Vice-Chair Mike Kuster said he
was concerned with just chang-
ing the Staley property back to
its original zoning, industrial
agriculture, saying “that zoning
doesnt fit the neighborhood.” If
the property was changed fully to
industrial, it wouldnt be fair to
the Longley Green townhome res-
idents, which are located East of
the Staley property, because with
that zoning, they would likely
end up with an industrial devel-
opment such as warehouses and
solar panel fields in their back
yards. Conversely, changing the
zoning completely to agriculture
would put Staley in a difficult
position as to what to do with his

property.

options with Comprehensive Plan

Mike Staley, owner of the Staley
property, asked if the Commission
would consider making half of his
property available for residential
use and leaving the other as agri-
cultural. He suggested they could
develop the 28 acres of land clos-
est to the already existing Town-
homes at Longley Green. He also
mentioned that his farm is cur-
rently leased by a resident who was
against developing Staley’s farm at
the public hearing in April. Kuster
added, “This is a farm, but it is also
at the end of Main Street. This is
where you would naturally see the
next development go.”

An avid supporter of having
some development in the Plan,
Commissioner Mary Ann Bro-

WALKERSVILLE BUSINESS anp
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Gl

Supporting busnesses from Walkersyille, Woodsboro and the surmunding area.

Member Benefits:

i Wieheane Prioh e W Sponsorshe Dpporiusibies o Giop Voling Raghis
W Spordaned Events W Privane Faoebook Goup o A Mesings
o Social Weds Shammg o Add Qur Dnganzason on Linkade - it vy MmO

walkersvillebusinesses.com/join

THE OLDE TOWNE
RESTAURANT, LLC

Open for

indoor dining!

American Dveed
& Operated

Carry-gut Availabla

200 N. Second St., Woodsboro -

Thurs.
(Closed Mon., Tues. & Wed.)

-Sun. 7a.m.-2p.m.

301-898-5686

die Ennis was encouraged to hear
Staley’s suggestion to develop half
the property. “A town that doesn’t
grow, dies,” she said. “This would
be a good opportunity to cre-
ate affordable housing in Walk-
Resident Chris Reagan
argued that a town the size of
Walkersville would be unlikely
to die from no development. “As
Frederick continues to spread,
Walkersville looks more attractive

ersville.”

as an escape from the sprawl that
is Frederick,” he said.

Ennis pointed out that most of
the residents who were present at

the Council’s public meeting live
on Devilbiss Road. “T heard peo-
ple say develop anywhere but the
Staley property. So, it’s not that
they don’t want growth, but that
they don’t want it in their back-
yards.”

The

hold off on any decisions about

Commission decided to

the Plan until all members were
present, as Members Russell
Winch and Nathan Shatto were
not at the meeting. Once the
Commission makes their changes,
the Plan will need to hold another
public hearing.
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FROM THE DESK OF. ..

Congressman David Trone

From the day I decided to enter
public service, I made the com-
mitment that I would never make it
about me. I had seen too many pol-
iticians make empty promises that
didn’t make a real difference.

I saw it growing up on the farm when
my Dad was struggling with alcoholism
and lost everything to bankruptcy. I saw
it when my business was beginning to
grow; and corrupt elected officials did
everything they could to stop me. I saw
it when my nephew Ian told me that he
was addicted to opioids. I wanted to be
different. I wanted to be a public ser-
vant, not a politician.

Thats why, when the results came
in for the primary election last month
showing that we hadnt won, I didnt
spend the following days doubting the
results or wallowing in self-pity. I met

with my team and made a plan for what
we could accomplish in the time I have
left as your Congessman.

I've been incredibly proud to repre-
sent the 6th District for these last three
terms. Not just because ifs a beau-
tful district with a diverse group of
hard-working people (it is.) I'm espe-
cially proud because I see the poten-
tial in every community. I recognize the
economic engine that needs a licde bit
of fine-tuning before it races down the
road. Its been an honor to play a small
role in making that vision a reality. And
I'm more confident than ever in what
well be able to accomplish before my
successor takes office in January.

First, we must continue to make
progress on the opioid and mental
health crises that have a grip on commu-
nities across Western Maryland. More

than 100,000 Americans will die of an
overdose this year. That is far too many.
Through my time in public service, T've
harnessed the power of the federal gov-
ernment to deliver funds and resources
to tackle this issue, and we've made real
strides. In the coming months, I'll con-
tinue to build coalitions on Capitol Hill
and throughout our communities so
that this positive progress continues.
We must make sure that Western
Maryland has a strong voice on Capi-
tol Hill, delivering funds to invest in our
infrastructure, create jobs, and provide
economic justice for our families. Tve
been proud to serve on the Appropria-
tions Committee, securing tens of mil-
lions of dollars to fund roads, bridges,
community centers, and more in every
county in the 6th District. I will con-
tinue to advocate as strongly as I possi-

bly can until my final day in office.

Wee also must continue to put men-
tal health at the forefront of our collective
conversations. Too many people are suf-
fering in the shadows. Too many fall vic-
tim to the stigma and are fearful to admit
that they'e not okay. Too many lose their
batde to this deadly disease. It breaks my
heart, and it ignites a fire in me to make
a difference — because this is personal to
my family. This is a bipartisan issue that
will take bipartisan solutions to solve it.
And I 'will continue to be aleader to bring
these conversations to light.

I'll do all of this and more because I
believe in public service. 'm on a mis-
sion. And I'm more motivated than ever
to use the time I have left in office to
make an impact. Thats why I decided
to do this in the first place. It was never
about fame — it was about progress.

What I found over my years of pub-
lic service is that this proggess is only pos-
sible if the pervasive influence of special

interests is stopped. T've delivered these
results because I was able to reject the
PAGs, lobbyists, and corporations who
bang on the doors of politicians in
Wiashinggon day after day. Their efforts
to defeat me should be no surprise to
any of us— I wear their opposition as a
badge of honor.

It has truly been an honor to be your
Congressman for the past 6 years. T've
met some incredible folks along the way
— some of the most resilient, deter-
mined, and compassionate people who
share our mission to make lives bet-
ter for families across the district. And I
couldnt have done it without your sup-
port every step of the way. While I'm
disappointed that I won't be your next
Senator, [ am more optimistic than ever
about our future.

Weve done so much together over
the past 6 years. Well accomplish even
more over the next 7 months. Just wait
and see.

Woodsboro Burgess Heath Barnes

reetings and welcome to

Summer. Summer is my
favorite season. With summer
also comes children being out
of school. I urge you to use cau-
tion as more children will be out
and about enjoying their sum-
mer break, and may not always be

aware when they are crossing the

street etc.

At our May 2™ meeting, which
was held earlier in the month so
that we could meet the minimum
of 30-day notice of giving out the
budget before voting on it, we
had a quiet meeting. I would like

to thank the Woodsboro Volun-
teer Fire Department for accom-
modating us and allowing us to
use the facilities at the last minute
as our regular meeting place was
being used.

Our June 11% meeting will be
busy as we will be voting on the
upcoming budget. Although not a
lot of changes were made, we did
have to make a few to accommo-
date the ever-changing rise in prices
for our water and sewer. I am also
happy to announce that we have
received an adjusted building cost

proposal for the town hall. T will

be presenting that to the council
along with financing options from
Woodsboro Bank to be voted on.
The hope is we can make this new
proposal quote work and we will
finally be starting the much-antici-
pated town hall.

We had several exciting events
in Woodsboro during May. The
first was the celebration of Woods-
boro Banks 125th anniversary.
They are the oldest locally owned
bank in the county and the cere-
mony brought in elected officials
and members from government
offices from across the county and

= DIVORCE
= CHILD SUPPORT
= TRAFFIC COURT

= CONTRACT DISPUTES

CIVIL LITIGATIOMN

IHE LAawy UFFIGE QF

ANDREW D. TOMS

ATTORNEY

AT LAaw

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN FREDERICK
50 CITIZEN'S WAY | SUITE 202

NEED HELP
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YOUR RIGHTS?
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DR VISIT TOMELAWMD. S0

Dale Clabaugh, Agent
23 E. Frederick 5t.,
Walkersville
301-898-7088
dale.clabaugh.bvsr@statefarm.com
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Life insurance shouldn’t wait.

Even though life is busy, take a moment to reflect on what's most important. For peace of
mind, protect your family with State Farm® life insurance.
We put the life back in life insurance.” CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Lie Insurance Compamy (Mot bcensed in WA, WY or Wi, State Farm Life and Acodent kssurance Company (Licersed in MY and W), Bleomisglon, IL

state to Woodsboro for the cel-
ebration. In addition, long-time
bank employee JR Delauter was
able to secure a historic plaque
for the building from the Fred-
erick County Landmarks Asso-
ciation. It is very exciting as the
building that houses the head-
quarters was built in 1901 and
at one time was the home of the
opera house, the post office, and
many other things as well as the
bank. The first Artisan farmers
market was held at Trout’s grocery
store on May 19" from 9 am to
1 pm. The rain did not hold out,
so it had to be moved from Satur-
day but was still a nice event. The
annual Memorial Day parade that
is put on by the American Legion
took place on Sunday, May 26*.
It was a wonderful event as always
for our town. Thank you to all
who participated in the parade or
came out to enjoy it.

We did sign a contract as
requested by multiple town res-
idents with a new street sweeper
company. We are going to start off
having them sweep 4 times a year
but may go up to 6 times per year
based on the need.

If you have any questions, con-
cerns, complaints, or compliments
please feel free to reach out to me
at hbarnes@woodsboro.org or by
phone at 301-401-7164.

Woodsboro Town meetings are held
on the 2 Tuesday of each month
at 7pm. In addition, Planning and
Zoning meetings are at Gpm on
the First Monday of the month as
needed. If you have an item for the
agenda, it needs to be submitted 14
days before the P&Z meeting. The
current location for meetings is the
St. Johns United Church of Christ
located at 8 N 2" Street. The public
is always invited to attend.

— Sarving Fradersk BROD
For aver 50 yoars,
- “-l-i Favrily owrsogd
.l T
MOTDOR CiO.

ZEBROSKI MOT

Specializing in
RV & Motor Home Repair
& Inspections

Hydraulic Hoses Made Herel!

10518 Woodsboro Pike, Walkersville
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GOVERNMENT

County Executive Jessica Fitzwater

Ssoummertime is here! Dont let the sea-
n pass you by without spending
time out in our amazing community.
Walk a nature trail at one of our parks.
Catch up with old friends ata local brew-
ery. Visit one of our farm-based creamer-
ies. Weare fortunate to live in a place with
so much to offer

Our traditions help to make Freder-
ick County special. Woodsboros annual
Memorial Day celebration is an excel-
lent example. After watching the parade,
we gathered at the American Legion to
honor those who made the ultimate sac-
tifice to protect our freedoms.

Home Stretch Grants
Having access to high-speed internet is
essential in todays world. We need broad-
band to do homework, apply for jobs,
and so much more. But connecting can
be a challenge, especially for those who
live in rural areas. Running fiber from the
dlosest road to a house with a long drive-
way can be incredibly expensive. Service
providers often charge thousands of dol-
lars to install fiber down a long driveway.
Thats why I'm excited to announce a
new opportunity for residents in the rural
parts of the county. Frederick Coun-
tys Office of Broadband received a $1.1
million grant through the States Home
Swetch — Difficult o Serve Properties
program. The grant is funded by the fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act. Frederick
County is using our award to help home-
owners with the upfront cost of running

fiber to their houses.

Houscholds that may qualify for the
Home Strecch program will receive a
postcard from the Office of Broadband.
Residents who do not receive a post-
card may fill out a survey to sce if they
are eligible for the Home Stretch grant
or other broadband funds. The survey
can be found online at PublicInput.com/
HomeStretch. Funds will be awarded on
afirst-come basis.

Since the County’s Office of Broad-
band was formed in 2021, the three-per-
son staff has secured an estimated $20
million in grants. When all the programs
are implemented, Frederick County
will have high-speed service available to
approximately 97% of houscholds.

Sustainability Awards

Do you know someone who works
hard to protect our environment? The
County’s Sustainability Commission is
accepting nominations for its 2024 Sus-
tainability Awards. The annual award
recognizes people and organizations that
are committed to environmental stew-
ardship and furthering progress toward
Frederick County’s dlimate and ecolog-
ical goals. Applications will be accepted
through the end of June.

The Commission recognizes signif-
icant conuibutions that help Freder-
ick County go green. Some examples
include implementing energy efficiency
programs, encouraging the use of renew-
able energy, improving air or water qual-

5100 of assessment.

TOWN OF WOODSBORO

NOTICE OF A
PROPOSED REAL
% PROPERTY TAX
RATE INCREASE

For the taxable year beginning July 1, 2024,
the Town Council of the Town of Woodsboro
proposes to increase real property tax rates from
£0.1409 per $100 of assessment to $0.1800 per

A public hearing on the proposed real property
tax rate increase will be held at ¥ p.m. on June
11, 2024 at St. John's UCC, 8 N. Second Street
(parking and entry in the rear of the church).

The hearing iz open to the public, and public
testimony is encouraged.

Persons with questions regarding this hearing
may call 301-898-3800 for further information.

ity, conserving resources, restoring or
protecting natural habitats, and remov-
ing litter. Winners will be recognized ata
special event.

To learn more about the awards pro-
gram  FrederickCountyMD.gov/Sus-
tainability-Awards. You can also reach
out to Sustainability Program Adminis-
trator Tiara Lester at 301-600-1416 or
TLester@FrederickCountyMD.gov.

Legislative Wrap-up

The Maryland General Assembly meets
cach year for a 90-day legislative session.
This year, they considered over 3,000
bills! Frederick Countys Government
Relations team was in Annapolis during
the session to advocate for our priorities.
We submitted testimony on 63 bills,
worked with the Maryland Association
of Counties (MACo) to testify on 312
bills, and analyzed the fiscal impact of
more than 90 bills.

After the dust settled from the whirl-
wind session, Governor Moore has
signed many of the new bills ino law: In
fact, the Governor signed a bill designed
to help Frederick County revamp our
historic preservation tax credit. The cur-
rent tax credit was so limited that it has

only been used 17 dmes. Frederick
County takes pride in our rich history,
and we know we can do better to sup-
port preservation. After the act takes effect
June 1, our outdated tax credit will end
and I will introduce legjslation to establish
anew tax credit based on the cost of reha-
bilitating a qualifying property.

We were disappointed that one of our
priority bills did not move out of com-
mittee. The bill would have prohibited
unsafe tubing for propane and meth-
ane gas in homes. Low-rated corrugated
stainless-steel tubing (CSST) is prone to
failing, particularly after lightning strikes,
causing gas leaks. CSST malfunctions led
to the deaths of two firefighters in Mary-
land, indluding the 2021 death of Freder-
ick County Battalion Chief Joshua Laird
and the 2018 death of Howard County’s
Lt. Nathan Flynn.

‘The Laird Flynn Act of 2022 banned
the use of non-arc-resistant CSST. But
potential safety issues remain. I am
proud to work with both Sara Laird
and Celese Flynn to continue advocat-
ing for safer building materials. We will
bring this initiative back for the 2025

legislative session.

Laws of Interest Locally
Lochlins Law requires hospitals and

urgent care centers to follow a uniform
set of protocols for patents with sepsis.
Frederick County residents Brooke and
Bill DeSantis started the Love for Loch-
lin Foundation to increase awareness of
the dangers of sepsis after the tragjc loss
of their 5-year-old son to flu-sepsis. Gov-
emor Moore signed this bipartisan bill
into law last month, making Maryland a
leader on this issue.

Another new law requires movie the-
aters to run screens of movies with closed
captions. Frederick County Government
worked with the local nonprofit Mary-
land Deaf Community Center and with
Maryland School for the Deaf to support
this bill. My administration is committed
to promoting indusivity for the 52,000
Deaf and hard-of-hearing people who
call Frederick County home.

The Freedom to Read Act establishes
standards for school library media pro-
grams that help to protect library materi-
als from partisan, ideological, or religious
censorship. The General Assembly also
repealed a 1950s law that required peo-
ple who violated the City of Fredericks
ordinance to work on a road crew. I am
proud to support the removal of this pro-
vision, which was rooted in the Jim Crow
era, to help rid our laws of the systematic

racism and dlassism woven into them.

gé.'—:‘ :
1'-\. st -

information.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

%, TOWN OF WOOSBORO
& WATER AND SEWER
RATE INCREASE

The Woodsboro Town Council will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 11 at 7 p.m.
in the social hall of St. John's UCC, 8 North
Second Street, Woodsboro (parking and
entrance is in the back of the church) to
discuss and adopt the FY25 Budget with
revisions to the water and sewer rates.

Persons with questions regarding this
hearing may call 301-898-3800 for further

Mary E. Rice
Town Clerk

The Office of Home Energy
Programs Can Help!

Energy assistance is available to all
Maryland residents who are eligible.
Let us help make your energy costs

more affordable.

Call

1-800-332-6347

to see if you qualify and to apply.

&

Office «
Home Energ'f

E. Programs

You do not need a
Turn=-0ff Notice ar to be

off-service to apply.

Need Help Paying Heating or Energy Bills?
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2023 Walkersville Treated Water Quality Report

he Town of Walkersville is pleased to present the 2023

Annual Drinking Water Report for the period of Janu-
ary 1, 2023 to December 31, 2024. This report is intended to
provide you with important information about your drink-
ing water and the efforts made by the water system to pro-
vide safe drinking water.

Source water for the Towns water system originates as
groundwater that is pumped from three wells located in a
highly-productive limestone aquifer. The limestone in the
aquifer possesses large voids, or cavities, where the source
water is stored. Springs and sinkholes are typically found
within limestone aquifer areas. The presence of sinkholes
allows for surface water to mix readily with groundwater, so
the state has categorized the Town water system as ground-
water under the influence of surface water. Thus, the Town’s
level of water treatment is equal to that of a surface water
source system.

The Town of Walkersville strives to keep our valued water
customers informed about their water utility provider. If you
have any questions about this report or your water utility,
please contact Matt Orndorff, our Water Superintendent at
301-845-4500. To remain abreast of Town matters, includ-
ing water service, please attend the twice monthly Town
meetings of the Burgess and Commissioners. Town meetings
are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 7
p.m. in the meeting room of the Town Hall Office located at
21 W. Frederick St., Walkersville.

In accordance with state and federal laws, the Town’s
Department of Public Works routinely monitors for con-
taminants in the Town’s drinking water. As source water
travels underground or over land, it can acquire substances
or contaminants such as microbes, inorganic and organic
chemicals, and radioactive substances. All drinking water,
including bottled drinking water, is reasonably expected to
contain trace amounts of the aforementioned contaminants
and it should be noted that mere presence does not neces-
sarily pose a health risk. To ensure tap water is safe to drink,
the United States Environmental Protection Agency, (EPA),
enforces regulations which limit the number of certain con-
taminants in water provided by public water systems. The
Food and Drug Administration, FDA, enforces regulations
to limit contaminants in bottled water which provides the
same protection for public health.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic sys-
tems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which
can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and
gas production, mining, or farming,.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of indus-
trial processes and petroleum production, and can also come
from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic sys-
tems.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occur-
ring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining
activities.

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with can-
cer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections. These people should seck advice
about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/
CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contam-
inants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791).

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health
risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate lev-
els in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate
levels may rise quickly for short periods of time because of
rainfall or agricultural activity. If you are caring for an infant,
you should ask advice from your health care provider.

Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for preg-
nant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associated with
service lines and home plumbing. The Town of Walkers-
ville is responsible for providing high quality drinking water
and removing lead pipes, but cannot control the variety
of materials used in plumbing components in your home.
You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your
family from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take

responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials
within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your
family’s risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for
several minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing
laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certified
by an American National Standards Institute accredited cer-
tifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If you are concerned
about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested,
contact the Town of Walkersville at 301-845-4500. Informa-
tion on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available at www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

Turbidity is a measurement of the cloudiness of the water
caused by suspended particles. We monitor it because it is a good
indicator of water quality and the effectiveness of our filtradon

PFAS — short for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances —
refers to a large group of more than 4,000 human-made
chemicals that have been used since the 1940s in a range of
products, including stain- and water-resistant fabrics and car-
peting, cleaning products, paints, cookware, food packaging
and fire-fighting foams. These uses of PFAS have led to PFAS
entering our environment, where they have been measured by
several states in soil, surface water, groundwater, and seafood.
Some PFAS can last a long time in the environment and in the
human body and can accumulate in the food chain.

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
conducted a PFAS monitoring program for Community
Water Systems from 2020 to 2022. The results are available
on MDE’s website: www.mde.maryland.gov/PublicHealth/
Pages/PFAS-Landing-Page.aspx.

The EPA proposed regulations for 6 PFAS compounds in
drinking water in March 2023. The MCLs for PFOA and
PFOS are proposed to be 4.0 parts per trillion (ppt). The
proposal for HFPO-DA (GenX), PFBS, PFNA and PFHxS
is to use a Hazard Index of 1.0 (unitless) to determine if the
combined levels of these PFAS pose a risk and require action.

The 5th Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule
(UCMR5) began testing for 29 PFAS compounds and
lithium in 2023, and testing will run through 2025. The
UCMRS should test all community water systems with pop-
ulations of at least 3300 people. Three randomly selected sys-

tems in Maryland with populations less than 3300 people
will also be tested under the UCMRS. Detections greater
than the minimum reporting levels for each constituent
should be reported in the CCR.

Sources of Water (ground water): Well 1 - FR720037,
located approximately 500 ft. West of Md. 194; Well 2 -
FR810307, located approximately .25 miles West of Md.
194; and Well 3 - FR815107, located approximately .300 ft.
East of Fountain Rock Road.

DEFINITIONS:

Avg - Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based
on running annual average of monthly samples.

Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL - The highest level
of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Level I Assessment - A Level 1 assessment is a study of the
water system to identify potential problems and determine
(if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in
our water system.

Level 2 Assessment - A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed
study of the water system to identify potential problems and
determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has
occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found
in our water system on multiple occasions.

Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL - The high-
est level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is neces-
sary for control of microbial contaminants.

Nz - Not applicable

Mrem - Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed
by the body)

ppb - Micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one
ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water.

ppm - Milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one
ounce in 7,350 gallons of water.

Treatment Technique or TT - A required process intended
to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

The following tables show the results of the monitoring
period between January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023.

PWSID #MD0100025
REGULATED CONTAMINANTS
Disinfectants . Highest Range of .
and Disinfection Collection Level De- Levels De- MCLG MCL Units | Violation Likely S(?urc? of
Date Contamination
By-Products tected tected
Chlorine 2023 1.3 12213 |MRDLG -4 | MRDL Lo N Water additive used to
=4 control microbes.
Haloacetic Acids No goal for By-product of drinking
(HAAS) 2025 2 0-34 the total 60 ppb N water disinfection.
Total Trihalometh- No goal for By-product of drinking
anes (TTHM) 2023 4 0.77 - 6.08 the total 80 ppb N water disinfection.
. . Highest Range of "
Inorga}mc Collection Level De- Levels De- MCLG MCL Units | Violation Likely S(?urc? of
Contaminants Date Contamination
tected tected
Erosion of natural depos-
its; Water additive which
Fluoride 10/12/22 0.68 0.68 -0.68 4 4.0 ppm N promotes strong teeth;
Discharge from fertilizer
and aluminum factories.
Runoff from fertilizer use;
. Leaching from septic
Nitrate 2023 9 2.64-8.85 10 10 ppm N tanks, sewage; Erosion of
natural deposits.
Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Ero-
Copper 2021 0.19 - 1.3 1.3 ppm N sion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood
preservatives.
TURBIDITY
Limit (Treatment Technique) Level Detected Violation w7 Sourc:i::‘fl‘ Sl
Highest Single Measurement I NTU 0.09 NTU N Soil runoff.
95PT
Limit (Treatment Technique) Level Detected Violation izl Sou.rce. il Gt
nation
o .
Lowest M"‘ﬁt‘iﬁyt % Meeting 0.3NTU 100% N Soil runoff.

'The Town of Walkersville works around the clock to provide top quality water to every customer.
Please contact our office, Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., if you have any questions about the
information presented in this 2023 Town of Walkersville Annual Drinking Water Quality Report.

Town of Walkersville, 21 W. Frederick St., PO Box 249, Walkersville, MD 21793
www.walkersvillemd.gov. Office: 301-845-4500 * After-Hours Water Emergency: 301-880-6510
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COUNTY NOTES

County Secures $1.1 Million

Grant to Expand Broadband

Along Home Stretch

Frederick Countys Office of Broad-
band will receive $1.1 million to
help bring broadband service to rural
homes. The Maryland Department
of Housing and Community Devel-
opment awarded a Fiscal Year 2024
grant to Frederick County as part of
the States Home Stretch — Difhcult to
Serve Properties program. The goal is to
reduce the cost property owners must
pay to bring wired broadband service to
their houses. In rural areas, service pro-
viders often charge thousands of dollars
to run fiber from the closest road to a
house with a long driveway.

“Broadband service is essential in
todays world,” County Executive Jes-
sica Fitzwater said. “People need the
Internet for school, to apply for jobs,
and to telework. I'm incredibly proud
of the work our Office of Broadband
is doing to expand access to high-speed
Internet to nearly all parts of Frederick
County”

Since the Office of Broadband was
formed in 2021, the three-person staff
has secured an estimated $20 million
in grants. When all the programs are
implemented, Frederick County will
have service available to approximately
97% of households.

Households that may qualify for the
Home Stretch program will receive a
mailing from the Office of Broadband.
Residents who do not receive a post-
card may submit a survey to determine
their eligibility. The survey can be found
online at PublicInput.com/Home-
Stretch. Funding is limited. Money will

be distributed on a first-come basis.

Funding for Marylands Home
Stretch grants come from the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act of 2021 Capital
Projects Fund. Counties could apply
for up to $1.1 million, making Fred-
erick County’s grant amount the maxi-
mum possible.

To learn more about Frederick
County’s Office of Broadband, a part
of the Division of Interagency Informa-
tion Technologies, visit ww.Frederick-
CountyMD.gov/Broadband.

Green Homes Program
Launches to Help Create Energy-
Efficient Households
Frederick County Executive Jessica Fitz-
water announced the launch of a new
initiative to assist residents who want to
lower home energy costs and live more
sustainably. The new Green Homes
Program, managed by the Division of
Energy and Environment, is open to all
county residents. The project is funded
by a nearly $1 million grant from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cys Environmental Justice Govern-
ment-to-Government Program.
“These initiatives will contribute to
making Frederick County a more ener-
gy-efficient, more resilient, and more
inclusive community; by assuring that
our work to reduce energy use and
address dimate change indudes every-
one,” County Executive Fitzwater said.
“By helping our ALICE houscholds
reduce their energy use, we not only help
reduce green house gases, but we help
families stretch their hard-earned dollars.”
“Tam thrilled that our wotk has gar-
nered the support of the EPA and that

we are able to work with amazing com-
munity partners to give voice to and
affect positive change for our commu-
nity;” said Tiara Lester, Sustainability
Program Administrator in the Division
of Energy and Environment. “Sustain-
ability is for everyone, and together we
can make that happen.”

The Green Homes Program has
three main components:

The Green Compass program pro-
vides Community Navigators to assist
residents in finding, understanding, and
benefitting from local, state, and fed-
eral programs and incentives that can
help improve their home environment,
lower energy costs, and live sustainably.

The Green Homes Challenge is a
guide to sustainable living that provides
participants with incentives and defined
actions to support saving energy, mak-
ing environmentally friendly choices,
and using renewable energy.

The goal of our Green Parmerships
is to ensure that all Frederick County
residents can benefit from sustainable
living. By working with local organiza-
tions and community stakeholders, we
make “going green” more possible for
underserved and overburdened com-
munities.

Community partners include Mobi-
lize Frederick, Habitat for Humanity of
Frederick County, and the Asian Amer-
ican Center of Frederick. These orga-
nizations will help to build resilience,
educate about air quality and climate,
and engage community members. To
learn more, visit FrederickCountyMD.
gov/GreenHomes.

Frederick County was one of 88
Environmental Justice grants awarded

nationall, and one of only four
awarded in the D.C./Maryland/Vir-

ginia region.

County Office Of Economic
Development Partners To

Empower Local Businesses

Through Mentorship Program

The Frederick County Office of Eco-
nomic Development is delighted to
announce its collaboration with the
Small Business Development Cen-
ter (SBDC) and the Maryland Busi-
ness Opportunity Center (MBOC) for
the 2024 Spring EnPOWER mentor-
ship program. This joint effort is aimed
at empowering traditionally underrep-
resented and small business owners in
Frederick County by providing them
with support and resources.

“We are incredibly excited about
this partnership with the SBDC and
MBOC for the EmPOWER mentor-
ship program,” said Lara Fritts, Direc-
tor of the Frederick County Division of
Economic Opportunity. “By leveraging
our collective resources and expertise,
we aim to provide Frederick County’s
small and underrepresented businesses
with the necessary tools and knowledge
to thrive in today’s competitive business
landscape.”

Through this parmership, the
EmPOWER  Mentorship  Program
will integrate renowned Pathways to
Entrepreneurship ~ Curriculum.  Tai-
lored to validate foundational concepts
in entrepreneurship and small business
management, this curriculum equips
participants with the essential skills and
knowledge necessary for entrepreneurial
success. Mentees will be guided through

the business planning process, granted
access to various resources, and given the
opportunity to earn an Entrepreneur-
ship and Small Business Certification.

“We are thrilled t join forces
with the Frederick County Office
of Economic Development for the
EmPOWER  mentorship program,”
stated Amy Yingling Regional Director
of the SBDC. This collaboration rep-
resents our shared commitment to fos-
tering indlusive economic development
and supporting the growth of small
businesses in Frederick County”

Administered by FCOED, the
EmPOWER Mentorship Program is
designed to cater to underrepresented
business owners across different stages
of business development. By address-
ing blind spots, offering fundamental
business education, facilitating mentor-
ship with local business leaders, and fos-
tering camaraderie among participants,
the program aims to provide a compre-
hensive support system. There are a total
of 15 Frederick County small business
owners participating in the six-week
mentorship program, representdng dif-
ferent industries in Frederick County.

The City of Frederick Department
of Economic Development joined
forces with FCOED as a Signature
Sponsor of the EnPOWER Program,
further enhancing services for under-
represented  businesses. In addition,
the Maryland Business Opportunity
Center is the 2024 Spring mentorship
SPONSOL.

For more information contact: Jodie
Bollinger, Department Director, Fred-
erick County Office of Economic
Development 240-315-8678

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1997

E Reliable & Affordable Trash Service

Services Offered:

* Trash & Recycling Dumpsters in any size capacity

(2,4, 6 & 8 yds.) Any Service Frequency Desired!
* 96 - Gallon Toter Service
e 15, 20, & 30 yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
® Bulk Collections

Get a free custom tailored quote
Jor what your business needs!

NO HIDDEN FEES!
NO EXTRA YARDAGE CHARGES!
NO MULTI-YEAR AGREEMENTS!

The Best Customer Service
Available in our Industry!

www.jandjinctrashservice.com

301-898-2109 « 800-465-2350

Servicing Frederick, Washington, Carroll

— and Frederick Counties
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Words from Winterbilt

Thoughts on Israel,
Palestine, and Hamas

Shannon Bohrer

];JaBst months column was Facts and
eliefs. How we form our beliefs
that influence our perceptions, how
we see and make sense of the world
around us. The column concluded
that sometimes strongly held beliefs
can prevent a person from accepting
new information that challenges those
beliefs. Meaning that our strongly held
beliefs can sometimes act like blinders.

‘This month’s column is about our
perceptions of the attack on Israel by
Hamas on October 7, 2023, Israel’s
response to the attack, the plight of the
Palestinians, and the protests on col-
lege campuses and in other countries.
We should take into consideration the
history of Isracl, Hamas, and Pales-
tine. The issues and problems in Israel,
Hamas, and Palestine are long-stand-
ing affecting the region and beyond.
The latest conflict, in the context of
history, is just one of many in the con-
tinuum of disputes in the region.

I support the demonstrators and
their cause, which is a free Palestine.
I also support the two-state solution,
supporting both Israel and Palestine.
That does not mean condoning the
violence and destruction of property
at the demonstrations, nor do I sup-
port the mass bombing and destruc-
tion of Palestine by the Israeli Defense
Forces. And I strongly condemn the
attack by Hamas on October 7, 2023,
which provoked the conflict.

In our country, we have a long

history of protest, and the freedom
to protest should be protected and
upheld. Conversely, destroying prop-
erty and harassing those who have
other views or are of other nationalities
or religious beliefs should not be tol-
erated. When demonstrators destroy
property and vilify protesters with an
opposing view, they diminish their
message. While a free Palestine scems
to be the center of most of the pro-
testers, the question that needs to be
addressed is how that can occur. What
conditions need to exist - for a free Pal-
estine to follow?

Israels history includes the fact
that it has been at war with its neigh-
bors and other countries and groups,
almost on a continuum since its incep-
tion as a state. And yet, there has also
been a continuum of peace propos-
als and negotiations with Israel and its
neighbors. An early peace negotiation
with Israel was with Egypt. The 1979
Camp David Accords formalized
the peace between Egypt and Israel.
Egypts president, Anwar Sadat, was
instrumental in the negotiations and
was later assassinated in 1981. The
assassination was carried out by “Isla-
mist extremists who opposed his pol-
icies, particularly his peace treaty with
Israel.” Opposition to peace with the
state of Isracl has a long history.

In 1993, interim agreements of
peace were made between Israel and
the Palestine Liberation Organization.
That was the start of the Oslo peace
process, which included the recogni-
tion of the State of Israel by the Pal-
estine Liberation Organization. In
return, Israel would recognize the Pal-

estine Liberation Organization as the
representative of the Palestine people.

With the agreements, the Pales-
tinian National Authority, a newly
formed group, became the interim
and limited governing authority for
self-governance for the Gaza Strip
and part of the West Bank. This was a
step in the creation of a two-state solu-
tion and self-governance for Palestine.
There were negotiations on borders,
Israeli settlements, the status of Jeru-
salem, and even the right of Palestin-
ians to return. Peace and a two-state
solution looked promising—but was
never realized.

The Oslo peace process seemed
to be moving in the right direction.
'Then, a significant impediment in the
process occurred when Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabine was assassi-
nated in 1995 by an Israeli extremist
group. There were extremists on both
sides and strong opposition to peace
on both sides. Once again, a leader
with the intention of making peace
between Israel and their neighbors -
cost that leader his life.

However, after the assassination, the
peace process continued but eventually
failed at the Camp David Summit in
2000. The failure occurred when Yasser
Arafat refused the proposed peace deal.
President Bill Clinton told Yasser Ara-
fat, “You are leading your people and
the region to a catastrophe.” A com-
mon belief was that Yasser Arafa
would probably have been killed if he
made a lasting peace with Israel. Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabine€'s assassination
puta doud over the Oslo Peace process
and even future negotiations.

Hamas, the governing party in Pal-
estine, attacked Israel on October 7,
2023, and started the current hostili-

ties. Hamas was founded in 1987 after
the first intifada. Hamas’s charter pro-
motes Palestinian Nationalism with
the goal of “establishing the Palestin-
ian state throughout the entire terri-
tory.” Their long-term goal is to have
one state where both Israel and Pales-
tine currently exist.

In 2006, Hamas campaigned on
good government and the right of Pal-
estine to govern itself against the Israeli
occupation. In 2007, Hamas replaced
most of the Palestinian Legislative
Council and took control over the Gaza
Strip. Since 2007, Hamas has been the
primary governing body of Palestine;
they govern by fear and intimidation.
As a government, they offer very litde
services and generally act like a crime
family, doing whatever they want. Pal-
estinians who have protested have been
threatened and have even disappeared.

Hamas is considered a terrorist
organization and affiliated with Hez-
bollah in Lebanon. Both groups, along
with several others, are deemed Iranian
proxies. While Hamas attacked Israel
on October 7, both Hamas and Hez-
bollah have been firing rockets into
Israel. Since the attack on Israel by
Hamas, an estimated 9,500 rockets
have been fired into Israel, including
the estimated 3000 that were fired on
the first day, October 7.

For Palestine to become free, Israel
and Hamas would have to negotiate,
two avowed enemies that do not trust
each other. That does not mean that
the demonstrations and other nations
should not condemn what often appears
as indiscriminate bombing in Palestine.
It is estimated that over 30,000 Palestin-
ians have died because of Israel Defense
Forces bombings. Adding to the tragedy

is the isolation and starvation of Pales-

tinians. It is a common belief that death
and starvaton are helping Hamas,
which may have been their goal when
they artacked Israel.

The protests have been successful
in bringing attention to the tragedy,
but the protesters have also added
to the problems. While protest-
ers display signs saying, “Free Pales-
tine,” other protesters have displayed
signs that support Hamas. Other
signs include “From the river to the
sea,” which is a phrase describing the
future state of Palestine, with no state
of Isracl. Assaulting and shaming
Jewish students is not helpful. Con-
versely, numerous Jewish students
have supported the demonstrations,
demonstrating that supporting Israel
and Palestine does not have to be a
binary choice.

There is no easy answer to hav-
ing a Free Palestine, and the more the
Isracelis attempt to eliminate Hamas,
the more Palestinians will suffer. The
United States can try to persuade and
argue for peace, but our power to stop
the hostilities is not reality. How do
you have negotiations with leaders of
two groups, Israelis, and Palestinians,
that do not trust each other, with a ter-
rorist group in the middle, that con-
trols Palestine, that neither side trusts?

The world is watching, monitor-
ing, and looking for answers that may
not currently exist. The leaders are
negotating with a goal of ending the
conflict with a lasting peace, that thus
far has alluded them. Saying what
you want is easy; achieving that goal is
more complicated.

1o read prior editions of Words From
Winterbuls, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville.net.

The Bulwark

November will
not be like May

Jonathan V. Last

e political environment of
April was defined by two ongo-
ing events:

"The campus protests against Biden
and Israel.

'The beginning of Trump’s election
fraud criminal trial.

Everything that happened in the
relative positioning of the presiden-
tial race was tied to these two phe-
nomena. Both of them will be
resolved long before November.

So don't look at where we are now.
Instead, look at the likely resolu-
tions for these phenomena and try to
understand how those developments
will impact the race in six months.

And what you see is a *very* dif-
ferent picture.

Lets start with the campus pro-
tests, Israel, and the war in Gaza.

The protests are going away. Col-
leges are finishing the academic year;
everyone is returning home. Two
weeks from now there will be no
campus protests. Maybe there will be
some protests elsewhere, but the crit-
ical mass of university communities
will be dispersed and will not reform
until September.

By September, the war in Gaza
will be over. The last remaining

pocket of Hamas is hiding in Rafah.
Israeli tanks entered Rafah yesterday
and took control of the border cross-
ing between Rafah and Egypt.

Unless Israel changes its war aims
and decides that the elimination of
Hamas is not its goal, then 12 wecks
from now the war will be over and
Israel will be in the process of fig-
uring out its post-war policy frame-
work for Gaza.

That post-war period will be con-
tentious. There will be small-scale
conflicts. But the kinetic phase of
operations will be complete.

Meaning that by the time Amer-
ican students return to campus, the
entire region will have moved on to
a different set of problems. It’s even
possible that Bibi Netanyahu will no
longer be in power by next fall.

Which means, politically, that
there will be ample time for the pro-
gressives who have abandoned Biden
over his support of Israel to come
home. The war that cleaved them
from Biden will be over and the
most-pressing questions of the day
will concern Donald Trump.

The Democratic consolidation
which began showing up in poll-
ing in late March, but then back-
slid in April, is likely to reemerge
in the fall as the war in Gaza and
the campus protests recede in the
minds of progressives.

Once upon a time people were
concerned because Alvin Braggs

election fraud case was the first
indictment brought against Trump.
This case was judged to be the weak-
est of the four potential criminal
cases and the concern was that, as the
most marginal of the four, it would
distract the public from the more
serious charges that would eventu-
ally be brought by the special prose-
cutor and the Fulton County district
attorney.

The situation has changed.

None of the other three cases is
likely to begin before the election and
there is almost no chance that any of
them will reach a verdict before the
election.

If not for Alvin Bragg’s decision to
indict Trump, then Trump would be
facing zero legal accountability for
his (alleged) crimes.

What's more, the view of Bragg’s
case as marginal has turned out to
be wrong. Several weeks into the
trial, the Manhattan district attor-
ney’s office has presented an impres-
sive array of evidence and testimony.
Bragg’s case, as it turns out, is quite
strong.

I think it is fair to say that when
people worried that the election
fraud case was “only” about hush
money payments to a porn star, they
did not understand that the law-
yer who brokered the payments to
Stormy Daniels and Karen McDou-
gal had sent a text on election night
2016 exclaiming, “What have we
done?” Or that this lawyer would
then testify that what he meant in

this text was “our activities may have
in some way assisted the presidential
campaign of Donald Trump.”

Or that the editor of the National
Enquirer had contemporaneously
texted, “At least if he wins I'll be par-
doned for electoral fraud.”

Or that the owner of the National
Enquirer would testify that he knew
at the time that he was violating cam-
paign finance laws by paying to sup-
press the story on behalf of Trump’s
campaign.

It turns out that Alvin Bragg knew
what he was doing,.

During the trial, the story has been
pulled in a dozen different directions.

This is what the witness said. This
is what the cross-examination said.

Trump made a statement outside
the courtroom.

Can you believe that he fell asleep
again?

Was Hope Hicks credible?

What do voters think about
the trial?

By November all of that will have
melted away and there will be only
one fact about this trial: guilty or not
guilty.

Its possible that the jury will find
Trump not guilty. Or that the jury
will hang, and a hung jury is prob-
ably close enough to “not guilty” for
Trump’s purposes.

But based on the evidence we've
seen, theres a good chance that
Trump is going to be found guilty by
ajury of his peers. At which point the
story would shift.

Trump will oy to muddy the
waters with legal appeals and com-
plaints about The Very Unfair Jury
Hoax or whatever. But a guilty ver-
dict is a guilty verdict. And if Trump
is a convicted felon this fall, that will
change the dynamic of the election.

Probably not by a lot. But maybe
by enough.

Tell me this: Where does Trump
go for good news?

Between now and September the
campus protests that have kept him
afloat will disappear. He could be
convicted of a felony. He still has
three other criminal indictments
in the ether, promising more chaos
from him. More Republicans—and
more people who worked for him in
his first term—will refuse to endorse
him. Some of these people will affir-
matively endorse Joe Biden.

For Trump, “good news’ might
mean having the penalty in his civil
losses reduced to “only” $150 mil-
lion. Or having the Supreme Court
say that he can have immunity for his
official acts, but making clear that the
acts in his election interference case
were private. Or that the Fed doesnt
cut interest rates until the Fall.

Maybe gas prices go up? It is in
OPEC:s interest for Trump to be
reelected and the summer driving
season always sees increases in oil
prices. But that’s it. Thats the avail-
able “good news” for Trump.

1o read other articles from the Bul-

wark, visit www.thebulwark.com.
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The Liberal Patriot

Could it be 2016
all over again?

Ruy Teixera

ano things are dear about the 2024
campaign at this point. One is that
Biden is still trailing Trump: he’s behind
nationally in both the RCP and 538
running averages, as well as in every sin-
gle swing state. The other is that his two
great vulnerabilides are the economy/
infladon and immigration, generally
the two most important issues to voters.
Indeed the latter now sometimes eclipses
the former in importance as it has in the
Gallup poll for the last three months.

Immigration was very important
in the 2016 election as well. One way
David Shor frequendy illustrated the
dynamic in 2016 relative o 2012 was
with a simple two by two tble illustrat-
ing that the big swing toward Trump
in 2016 was among voters who both
(1) supported universal health insur-
ance and (2) opposed “amnesty” for ille-
gal immigrants. Put simply, Obama did
way better than Hillary Clinton among
voters who were both populist/progres-
sive on health care and conservative-lean-
ing on immigration.

Could we see the same dynamic
this year, with Trump making ded-
sive gains among such voters? The basis
for it certainly seems to be there. It has
been widely noted that not only has the
immigration issue become more salient
but also that voters are now open to a
wide range of tough approaches to deal-
ing with the illegal immigration prob-
lem. Some of the relevant findings were
reviewed by the Posts Aaron Blake in
an artide, “Harsh deportation tools are
just fine with many Americans.” And a
recent Axios poll found a majority of the

public supporting mass deportations of
illegal immigrants, induding a shocking
42 percent of Democrats.

Findings from a brand new poll of
over 4,000 voters from The Liberal
Patriot and Blueprint confirm this pat-
ten of support for tough measures
against illegal immigration. My analy-
sis of the data also shows an enormous
overlap between these conservative lean-
ings on illegal immigration and strong
support for populist/progressive mea-
sures on health care. These cross-pres-
sured voters could play a decisive role in
Novembers election just as they did in
the 2016 election.

Here is what I found:

1. The TLP/Blueprint poll tested 40
different policy ideas associated with the
Biden and Trump campaigns. The stron-
gest issues for Biden were generally pro-
posals around health care, most of which
were wildly popular. One  example
was, “Increase the number of prescrip-
tion drugs that Medicare can negotiate
the price of for seniors” The proposal
was supported by 81 percent of voters
with just 6 percent opposed for a cool
75 points net support. Those who sup-
ported the proposal also supported using
“existing presidendal powers to stop ille-
gal migrant crossings at the U.S.-Mexico
border” by 57 points (72-15).

2. Similarly, supporters of more
Medicare price negotiation on pre-
scription drugs also supported depu-
tizing “the National Guard and local
law enforcement to assist with rapidly
removing gang members and criminals
living illegally in the United States” by
46 points (67-21).

3. Nor do these Medicare price nego-
tiation supporters blink at the idea that
we should “restrict the ability of migrants
who illegally cross the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der to seek asylum.” They support this
proposal by 40 points (63-23).

4. More draconian proposals on deal-
ing with illegal immigration also gener-
ate solid support among those favoring
a stronger Medicare role on prescrip-
tion drug prices. For example, these
pro-Medicare populists favor the idea
that we should simply, “Round up
undocumented immigrants, detain, and
deport them to their home countries” by
24 points (58-24).

5. The pro-Medicare populists
also favor building “a full wall on the
US-Mexico border” by 20 points, with
56 percent in favor and 36 percent
opposed. They even think it would be
a good idea to “change federal law so
that drug traffickers can receive the death
penalty” (55-33)!

6. A similar dynamic can be observed
in some other areas of Democratic vul-
nerability,. Among supporters of an
increased Medicare role in prescription
drug pricing, we also find overwhelm-
ing support for increasing “funding for
police and strengthen(ing] criminal pen-
alties for assaulting cops” (72 percent to
17 percent).

7. It is also interesting that some
aspects of Democratic approaches to di-
mate/energy issues fit this pattern. For
instance, our pro-Medicare populists net
oppose requiring “auto companies to sell
more electric vehidles after 2030” (45-
40). They also are narrowly in favor of
repealing “subsidies for dean energy and
electric vehidles” (41-40).

8. T also looked at another super-pop-
ular Biden health care idea, “Require
pharmaceutical companies to charge
American consumers the lowest price
they charge consumers in foreign coun-
tries” and the related super-popular pro-
posal, “Protect Medicare and Social
Security from funding cuts or increases
in the age of eligibility.” You see the exact
same pattern: voters who support these

populist ideas overwhelmingly want a
much tougher approach to illegal immi-
gration.

These cross-pressures then are very
real, just as they were in 2016, and
are undoubtedly undermining Dem-
ocrats ability to capitalize on their
immensely popular health care pro-
posals. Could these pressures produce
the kind of shift in 2024 relative to
2020 that so helped Trump in 20162
‘The basis is certainly there.

I looked at support/opposition to
increasing the Medicare role in prescrip-
tion drug pricing and support/oppo-
sition to the most popular proposal for
cracking down on illegal immigration,
using the presidents executive powers to
directly stop illegal crossing at the south-
em border. I found that, comparing
reported vote in 2020 to expressed vote
preference today;, the big shift toward
Trump occurs precisely among those
who both support an aggressive Medi-
care role in drug pricing and support
using presidential powers to stop illegal
border crossing,

Theres a lesson there for Democrats
should they care to take it. Apparenty;
the idea of using Biden's executive pow-
ers to stop illegal border crossing is under
consideration at the White House, but,

predictably; nothing has happened yet
in the face of fierce opposition from the
usual suspects. The recent dedline in ille-
gal border crossings from insanely high
to merely very high (due to a crack-
down in Mexico not by US authorities)
may also be breeding some complacency
about the issue in Biden-land despite the
scathing message sent by the polls.

This seems unwise. Especially since
the ace in the hole the Biden campaign
Wwas counting on— voter appreciation
of the strong economy finally kicking
in—may turn out to be only a deuce.
Both the Michigan consumer sent-
ment index and the Conference Board
consumer confidence index went
down last month and basically have
made no progress since January. Morn-
ing in America its not.

The Democrats would appear to
need all the help they can get. The immi-
gration-health care nexus reviewed here
suggests they may be leaving votes on the
table by failing to take strong action on

illegal immigration. The specter of the
2016 election looms over this campaign

and, like a hanging, should concentrate
the mind.

1o read other articles from the Liberal
Latriot, visit wuwnw liberalpatriot.com.

Good Day Neighbor

The easy way
Dorothea Mordan

here are different ways of

looking at any issue. You
can think through a problem
and choices of solutions, or take
the path of least resistance. The
easy way often has unintended
consequences.

Spring is the season of rebirth.
All creatures increase their activ-
ity, including bees and wasps
(hornets, yellow jackets). When
a honeybee colonys numbers
grow too large for their hive, they
make a new queen. The old queen
leaves, taking half of the colony
with her, to look for a new home.
Sometimes they find a new home
in the walls of a human family’s
house. Honeybee colonies can get
settled in before any humans take
notice. Once they do, the choices
are to A - call someone to relocate
the hive by cutting it out of the
wall and repairing the drywall, B
- Call an exterminator to poison
them, or C - the easy way of grab-
bing a can of Raid.

First identify the problem. Are
the critters flying in and out of a
house bees or wasps? For wasps,
an exterminator or spray is a good

call—nobody wants a wasp nest
nearby. For bees, are they hon-
eybees? Most bees arent really
a problem, or aggressive. Hon-
eybees are not aggressive unless
threatened.

The casy way of spraying poison
on honeybees presents a couple
of problems. Spraying the outside
of a building doesn kill the bees
inside. If all bees are killed, the
honey left in the hive attracts bees
from other hives. Foraging bees
take honey back to their hive, kill-
ing the bees there. The unintended
consequence of spraying insecti-
cide on honeybees, is killing bees
within a radius of up to 2 miles.

Humans love the path of least
resistance when they can get away
with it. Book banning is an easy
way for people to claim they stand
on a moral high ground of concern
about threats to our social order.
I¢s a way that some candidates
for the FCPS Board of Education
frame their goals. Safety for the
children. Safe from what? Ideas?

Are we to believe that the people
who shout the loudest about keep-
ing children safe cant have a con-
versation with their own children?
Understanding the lives and per-
spectives of other people builds a
stronger community. Knowing that

there are people around you who
have different beliefs and customs
doesnt change a thing about how
free you are to live your own life.
That is the real American Dream.

If we have fellow Americans
who have experienced historical,
generational trauma from slav-
ery, then had institutionalized
rules applied to them that are not
applied to others, and they are
strong enough to relive it to talk
about it, then the children of any
group are strong enough to learn
about it.

Learning about wrongs done to
another person is not the same as
being accused of crimes against
humanity. Refusing to listen to
the experiences of others simply
means you don’t care.

History happens to each of us.
Each of our fellow Americans may
have a story that does not fit neatly
with yours or mine. Writing and
reading about history allows each
of us, including our children, to
learn about other perspectives.
We may or may not agree on what
these perspectives and individual
opinions mean. We don’t have to.
What we have to do, to rightfully
claim to be a civilized society, is
to NOT stop people from telling
their own story.

The argument for banning
books is often based in a religious
reasoning. Book bans are fre-

quently focused on topics of sex-
ual orientation, sexual identity,
expression, etc. It could reason-
ably be argued that to ban a book
by any one of God's human cre-
ations is blasphemous, and disre-
spectful of your creator. We are all
creatures of the same earth, from
the same origin. We do not have
the right to say, which of God's
creations is good or bad. We do
have the right to say we will or
won't interact with somebody for
some personal reason. But taking
the easy way of trying to remove
things we don’t like about other
people, is to teach our children
that they can easily throw away
people they don’t like. In turn, it
is a subtle lesson that any of us
can be thrown away. This can lead
to the unintended (I hope) con-
sequence of erasing our fellow
human beings.

On the positive side, other
consequences of book banning
threats include increased sales
of banned books, discussion of
banned books, and more atten-
tion on discrimination and bully-
ing of students. Recent assessment
of dozens of books available in
Frederick county public schools
produced one book removal due
to being age inappropriate. It
also produced a really great list of
books to read.

We have a system of public

libraries that does not interfere
with one’s choice of reading mate-
rial. There are fellow Americans,
running for elected office, who
would make every effort to change
our access to freedom of thought,
of sharing thoughts. In some
states librarians have become the
target. Arkansas, Indiana, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma, and Tennes-
see have passed laws that include
fines and jail time for librarians
who allow access to books deemed
inappropriate for minors. Flor-
ida passed state laws banning dis-
cussions of certain topics. If you
do not want your rights to speak
and think freely to disappear into
a massive pile of “legal” documen-
tation, then vote for people who
respect our Constitution.

Policies and laws such as book
banning are unintended con-
sequences of not voting. It is
the duty of each of us to choose
our leaders wisely. We have the
whole summer to read books, and
learn about the candidates in the
upcoming election. Hopefully, we
will elect leaders whose goal is to
protect everyone’s freedom to find
their own path.

2024 is the year of the vote.
Please make yours count.

1o read prior editions of Good Day
Neighbor, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville.net.
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PASTOR’S DESK

The personhood of fatherhood

Pastor Jay Petrella
Graceham Moravian Church

ecause Fathers Day is this

month, I figured I'd write a
few words on the topic. But as I
sat down to do so, I discovered the
topic is more difficult to write about
than I originally thought.

No ones experiences around
fatherhood are identical. No indi-
vidual is exactly the same as any-
one else, which means no fathers are
exactly the same. Some of you read-
ing this article are fathers of small
children, adult children, or both.
There are people who have very
close relationships with their chil-
dren, while others fall somewhere
between distant to estranged. Oth-
ers are fathers through their own
biological means with their part-
ners, or adoptive parents. Others
are teachers, mentors, etc. who have
willfully taken on a father-like role
for young people.

Some of you dont have kids,
despite all efforts and desire toward
that end. Or perhaps it is a medi-
cal impossibility. Tragically there are
no small number of people who suf-
fered greatly by their fathers pres-
ence or absence. Then there are
those who have tragically lost chil-
dren. For these the very subject of
fatherhood might be a painful one.

Or perhaps you count yourself
among those who want absolutely
nothing to do with being a father.

All of this to acknowledge “father-
hood” is a diverse and complicated
topic. Therefore, any attempt at a
simplified, black and white por-
trayal of fatherhood will likely overly

flatter some, betray or insult others,

and marginalize everyone else. Fur-
ther, I can only speak from my own
perspective and I understand my
perspective is not everyones.

So instead of waxing poetic the
virtues of fatherhood allow me to
simply reflect on my personal expe-
riences and hope that there is some-
thing in there that perhaps you can
identify with as well.

I must say right from the get-go,
if there is another situation in life
where feelings of such tremendous
joy and fear intersect as at the birth
of one’s first child, I dont know
what that situation would be.

Joy on the one hand, at seeing
this new life before you. A human
being that shares half your genetic
code, a life created in part because of
you, stares back at you for the first
time. The beauty and wonder of the
moment for some is beyond words.

Fear on the other hand, because,
well, this tiny human that is half
of you and from you is completely
dependent upon you for survival.
A child needs to be fed regularly
and frequently, kept at proper tem-
perature, kept clean, handled care-
fully, and proper amounts of sleep
must be ensured. The child’s medi-
cal health and developmental mile-
stones need to be closely monitored
so any problems can be quickly
addressed, and future complica-
tions minimized. The child will
need mental, emotional, develop-
mental, financial, and educational
support. All of this and more needs
to be attended to, not just for the
afternoon or the weekend, but for
the next 18 years or more. It’s not
like at your job during a busy time

where you just hang in there and
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push through knowing that at the
end of the week or month, the proj-
ect will be finished so you'll be able
to put your feet up and rest. Oh no.
That little child will need fed, loved
and cared for no matter how tired
you get, day and night, every day.
You are a parent until the day you
die. That wrinkly, swaddled, tiny,
human staring up at you is com-
pletely helpless and wholly depen-
dent on you.

As if that were not enough, here
comes the soul searching. In some
ways as a single, childless adult
your mistakes are your own. Previ-
ously, if I made some stupid deci-
sions and burned my life down,
well thatd be on me and Id suf-
fer the consequences. As a father,
choices in many ways have higher
stakes because the consequences of
one’s missteps and dumb decisions
will invariably spill over onto one’s
kids. This innocent child could be
harmed by a single misstep.

Next the introspec-
tion where I wonder what harm-

there’s

ful biases and prejudices my heart
yet harbors but of which I am yet
unaware and therefore at risk of
inadvertently passing on to my
child? What unhealthy biases am
I still working to overcome and
therefore also at risk of passing on
to that innocent little one? “Don’t
screw it up,” you think to yourself.
“This tiny human is depending on
you.” Talk about fear.

Now by this point maybe I've
said a few things that you have expe-
rienced for yourself and can identify
with. Maybe you think I've lost my
mind and nothing I have said thus
far reflects your experience of father-
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hood, parenthood or personhood.
Whatever the case, its okay. Our
families are made up of people and
people come in every size, shape,
color, and configuration under the

sun. Therefore the structures, sys-
tems, and dynamics of our families
come in every size, shape, color, and
configuration. But one common-
ality for all families is that there is
no perfect family. This is because
there are no perfect people. No per-
fect people means no perfect parent,
means no perfect father.

That imperfection can bring
about beauty but it can also bring
anxiety. Father or not, we will all
make mistakes in this life. We will
all make mistakes we dont even
realize are mistakes. We will all from
time to time be on the receiving end
of other people’s mistakes. This is a
certainty. No one escapes this life
unscathed, and every one of us will
do some scathing,

What are we to say about this fact?
Areweall doomed? Will all of us fathers
doom our children with our doomed-
ness? Are we all hopelessly doomed by
everyone else’s doomedness?
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Personally, I don't think so. I think
this view of ourselves and the world
is too pessimistic even for pessimists.
“Where’s the hope,” you ask?

Well first of all, each of us have
a responsibility to ourselves and
everyone who has to interact with
us, to self-improve. Our educa-
tion doesn’t end at our high school
or college graduation. We should
always be in the process of learning
more. Growing, maturing, expand-
ing our understanding and empa-
thy. We should seek not only to
understand the world around us,
but the world within us as well.
We need to understand and come
to terms with ourselves, weeding
out the beliefs, habits and tenden-
cies that cause us and others harm.
By doing so, we become better peo-
ple, which in turn improves our
relationships with others, our chil-
dren, marriages and our communi-
ties. There is hope in the fact that we
can do and be better.

But our greatest hope of course
lies with God. As God’s children
we are not promised a life on earth
free from the consequences of our
and others sins. Jesus himself wasn’t
even exempt from this. But through
Jesus one day our imperfection will
be made perfect. Our fleeting lives
will be given eternity. Our flaws and
hurts healed.

The only thing for us to do in the
meantime is to grow in wisdom,
peacefulness, and love. That with
the time we have on this earth we
can be better fathers, friends, citi-
zens. Better human beings.

To learn more about Graceham
Moravian Church visit them online

at gracehammoravian.org or better
yet, join them for Sunday service.

0
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

June 11

English science has a double interest
in the name of Bacon, and the older
of the two individuals who bore it
is certainly not the least illustrious,
although we know very little of his
personal history. He lived in an age
when the world in general cared lit-
tle about the quiet life of the labori-
ous student.

According to the account usually
received, Roger Bacon was born in
the year 1214. It is said that he dis-
played great eagerness for learning at
a very early age, and that he was sent
to study at Oxford when still a boy.
After he had made himself master
of all that could be learnt at Oxford,
Bacon went, as was usual at that
time, to the much more important
school of scientific labour, the Uni-
versity of Paris, where he is said to
have become a doctor in the civil law.

He is said to have returned to
England in 1240, when he was sdill
only twenty-six years of age, and he

then established himself in Oxford.
It seems doubtful if it were before
or after his return to England that
he entered the order of the Francis-
cans, who were then great cultivators
of science, but all we know of his life
at this period seems to shew that in
Oxford he took up his abode in the
convent of that order.

It is stated that, in the course of
twenty years, he spent in his studies
and experiments no less than £2,000
sterling, which would be equivalent
to a very large sum of money in the
reckoning of the present day and it is
evident that Bacon’s family was rich;
yet he remained almost unknown
within his convent, and apparently
neglected, if not despised by his fel-
low friars, undl he was at length
dragged from his obscurity by Pope
Clement IV.

It appears that, before his acces-
sion to the papacy, Clement’s curi-
osity had been excited by some
accidental information he obtained

e
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relating to Bacon’s wonderful
knowledge and discoveries, and that
he had written to ask the philoso-
pher for some of his writings.

Clement was an old soldier, and,
however arbitrary he may have been
in temper, he appears to have cared
little for popular prejudices. In 1266,
the year after he became pope, he
despatched a brief to Bacon, enjoin-
ing, not-withstanding the order of
any ecclesiastical superior or any rule
of his order to the contrary, that he
should communicate to him a copy
documenting his important .

Bacon was thus fully brought
before the world, and under Pope
Clements protection he continued
for some years to diffuse his extraor-
dinary knowledge. It was at this time
that he produced his three great phil-
osophical and scientific works, the
Opus Majus, the Opus Minus, and
the Opus Tertium, all three com-
pleted within the space of fifteen
months.

In the thirteenth century, a man
like Bacon was exposed to two very
dangerous accusations. People in
general, in their ignorant wonder at
the extraordinary things he was said
to be able to perform, believed him
to be a magician, while the bigoted
Churchman, alarmed at everything
like an expansion of the human intel-
ligence, sought to set him down as a
heretic. Bacon incurred both these
imputations; but, though the liberal
views he expresses in his works, even
on religious questions, could not but
be distasteful to the church, yet he

was safe during Pope Clement’s time.

In 1277, Pope Nicolas III
ascended the papal throne, a man of
a different temper from Clement. At
the beginning of his papacy, the gen-
eral of the Franciscans, who had just
been made a cardinal, brought for-
ward an accusation of heresy against
Bacon, and caused him to be thrown
into prison. When, ten years after-
wards, the persecuting general of the
Franciscans became pope himself,
under the name of Nicolas IV, Bacon
still remained a close prisoner, and it
was only towards the close of Nico-
las’s life that some of his friends were
able to exercise sufficient interest to
obtain his freedom.

Bacon died on the 11th of June
1292 He is said to have died in
the convent of the Franciscans, at
Oxford, and to have been buried in
their church.

‘The real amount of his discoveries
is very imperfectly known; but it is
certain that they were far in advance
of the age in which he lived, and that
there was no branch of science which
he had not sounded to its depths.

His favourite subjects of study
are said to have been mathemat-
ics, mechanics, and chemistry. He
is said to have invented the camera
obscura, the air-pump, and the div-
ing-bell, but, though this statement
may admit of some doubt, he was
certainly acquainted with the nature
and use of optical lenses and with
gunpowder, at least with regard to
the explosive powers of the latter, for
the projectile power of gunpowder
appears not to have been known till
the following century.

We may now turn from the real
to the legendary character of Roger
Bacon.

According to legend, while still in
his youth, Bacon attracted the notice
of the king and his wonderful feats
of magic at court gained him great
reputation, which leads him into all
sorts of queer adventures.

At length, according to this leg-
endary history, after many strange
adventures, Bacon became dis-
gusted with ‘his wicked life,” burnt
all his magical books, and gave him-
self up entirely to the study of divin-
ity—a very orthodox and Catholic
conclusion.

He retained, however, sufficient
cunning to cheat a fiend, for it is
implied that the fiend had sold
Bacon’s soul to the devil, whether
he died inside the church or out-
side, so “then caused he to be made
in the church wall a cell, where
he locked himself in, and there
remained till his death.

Thus lived he some two years
space in that cell, never coming
forth: his meat and drink he received
in at a window, and at that win-
dow he did discourse with those that
came to him. His grave he dug with
his own hands, and was laid there
when he died. Thus was the life and
death of this famous fryer, who lived
most part of his life a magician, and
dyed a true penitent sinner, and an
anchorite.”

1o read other selections from Robert
Chambers 1864 The Book of Days,
visit thebookofdays.com.
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ECOLOGY

The bad and the beautiful: spring invasives

Anne Gageby
Director of Environmental Education
Strawberry Hill Foundation

uring a sunny day recently, I
went walking behind Straw-

berry Hill's pond hoping to spot
some turtles. I wasn't disappointed.
There were four resting on a long-
fallen tree that dipped into the cool,
dark water. As I continued up and
around the Norway spruces that
ring the pond and made my way
toward the trailhead, I spotted
something else — the beautiful blu-
ish-purple flowers of lesser periwin-
kle blooming across the hillside.

Lesser periwinkle (Vinca minor)
is a flowering plant native to
Europe, western Asia, and north-
western Africa. It was introduced
to the US in the 1700’s as an orna-
mental ground cover because of its
ability to form dense colonies. It
spreads by underground runners
and does well in all light but thrives
in heavy shade like we have at the
start of the Orange Trail.

It’s an unfortunately lovely plant.
I say unfortunately because it is
quite stunning and adds a sprin-
kle of color against a sea of green.
A real gem in a well-contained gar-
den. But at best, at least as far as the
forest is concerned, lesser periwin-
kle has little value to wildlife other
than to pollinators, especially wild
bees. At worst, it’s a quickly spread-
ing invasive that chokes out more
valuable natives and disrupts the
natural forest succession process by
forming thick carpets that prevent
new growth from taking hold.

That’s the biggest problem with
invasives. They disrupt the natural
processes of an ecosystem and push
out native species. They accomplish
these tasks while giving litde back.
With few exceptions, they're simul-
taneously beautiful and bad.

One invasive that leans heav-
ily on the bad side is Japanese bar-
berry (Berberis thunbergia). Its
seeds feed some birds though most
fall away untouched. There are far
more desirable berries and seeds
in a healthy forest, after all. It does
provide a nice habitat for white-
footed mice but also harbors every-
ones favorite parasitic arachnid:
ticks. Barberry creates a microcli-
mate within its structure that helps
insulate and buffer extreme tem-
peratures compared to native veg-
etation, an ideal living situation
for tick populations. Its low stature
and broad-reaching branches give
ticks ample contact with animals
and people. It’s prime real estate for
ticks looking to reach more poten-
tial hosts but a problem for every-
one else.

On the other hand, an invasive I
watch out for is personally one of
my favorite plants — English ivy. I
am a sucker for a picturesque stone
cottage with ivy-covered walls, or
a wooden fence alive with sprawl-
ing ivy. And yet, I understand the
whimsical notions I have of ivy
and its gorgeous stretches of emer-
ald vines belie a multitude of prob-
lems. Ivy (Hedera helix) can be
quite dangerous to trees as its vines
snake up and around trunks and
branches. It “chokes” trees but not
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the way a boa constrictor chokes
prey. Ivy forms dense foliage cano-
pies that block sunlight and prevent
photosynthesis.

Growing up, I often heard that
ivy’s aerial roots dig into tree bark
and kill trees by growing into the
tree itself and robbing it of nutri-
ents. It turns out this isnt exactly
true. Ivy does produce aerial roots,
but they attach to trees for sup-
port, not parasitic absorption. It
also damages tree bark by trapping
moisture and creating an ideal envi-
ronment for fungal rot to take over.
Not to mention the added weight
of those spreading vines which
makes a tree more susceptible to
falling during bad weather.

English ivy is an evergreen peren-
nial in the ginseng family. It’s native
to Europe, North Africa, and West-
ern Asia. It, too, was brought here
by settlers in the 1700’s to be used
for cultivation. For years ivy has
been heralded as a low-maintenance
groundcover, a decidedly appropri-
ate description. Once started, ivy
takes no real effort to maintain and
often requires radical efforts to get
rid of. Ivy invades all sorts of spaces,
both urban and rural and can do
considerable damage to buildings
and natural spaces. Despite this,
I'm not sure I'll ever stop loving the
image of an ivy-covered cottage.

Another invasive that I secretly
have a fondness for (and sizeable
disagreement with) is multiflora
rose. Multiflora rose (Rosa multi-
flora) is a perennial shrub native to
East Asia, specifically Japan, China,
and Korea, and was introduced
over a hundred years ago as a root-
stock for rose breeding programs. It
was also widely planted in the early
20th century to help combat soil

While pretty to look at, English lvy allowed to climb on
tress damage their bark by trapping moisture and creating
an ideal environment for fungal rot to take over.

erosion and to create living fences
for farm animals as it produces
incredibly dense thickets. These
thickets provide excellent cover for
rabbits, bobwhite quail, and pheas-
ants as well as provide food and
nesting sites for birds. The leaves
are eaten by deer, skunks, opos-
sums, and more. And the roschips
are food for grouse, turkeys, bears,
and chipmunks, especially during
the winter when other foods are
unavailable. This all sounds over-
whelmingly positive, doesn't it?

The problem with multiflora
rose is its aggressiveness and ability
to thrive anywhere. It's not picky
about sunlight, soil, or moisture,
and it creates a seed bank that guar-
antees years of effort to fully eradi-
cate. Unfortunately, the more you
cut back multiflora rose bushes the
more sunlight and space you give
the fallen seeds to grow. The irony is
when you fight it, you give it more
opportunity to prove itself.

We're fighting a losing battle

in some areas of the state as these
invasives and others take over. At
Strawberry Hill, we're constantly
using mechanical efforts to combat
invasives where we can but it's not
always effective or is only effective
in the short-term. Long-term solu-
tions such as planned eradication
by use of herbicides aren’t an option
as our mission includes maintain-
ing healthy waterways and wildlife
habitats. And prescribed burns are
off the table. So, we manage as best
we can with what we have.

Still, I sometimes walk amongst
the multiflora rose, lesser peri-
winkle, and others and try to find
some good in their existence, even
in the smallest measurement. It
isnt always easy, especially with
tick-harboring barberry. But it is
nice to stop and smell the roses, so
to speak. After all, the multiflora

rose smells incredible.

10 read past editions of Ecology visit
the Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.
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THE RETIRED ECOLOGIST

Scenes from the jungles

Bill Meredith

“Its a jungle out there.” Randy
Newman, “Monk Theme Song.”
“He who fights and runs
away/ lives to fight another
day.”... Oliver Goldsmith, who
probably pinched it from Tac-
itus, who was probably para-
phrasing Demosthenes. ...

f I watch from the kitchen win-

dow in the morning or from the
porch swing after supper, at some
point a rabbit will appear. It is a
female, and as rabbits go, she is old;
the fur on her sides is turning gray.
She has nested in the small jungle
that I call my front yard for at least
four years, eluding the cats, dogs,
foxes, hawks, owls, teen-aged driv-
ers, lawnmowers and blood-suck-
ing parasites that kill most of her
kind before they are a year old.
Last year she nested in the patch of
ferns by my garage; I haven't pin-
pointed her nest yet this year, but
it is somewhere under the juniper
shrubs on the bank in front of the
house. She comes morning and
evening to nurse her litter of five or
six babies; the rest of the time, she
stays away, to keep from attracting
predators to the nest. If luck con-
tinues to smile on her, she will pro-
duce another four or five litters of
young this summer, averaging a
half-dozen each.

Using these average numbers,
if all of her offspring survived, she
would have produced over 100
descendants in the four years I
have known her; but of course they
didn’t. The rabbit population will
remain stable if only two survive to
replace her and her mate in the next
generation; the rest will slip into the
anonymity of the food chain that
sustains the diversity of the ecosys-
tem. So it is, and always has been.
It’s a jungle out there.

Ideally, an ecologist should stay
impartial and observe the jungle
without getting involved in it per-
sonally, but sometimes that’s hard to
do. I was standing in the yard one
morning a month or so ago, con-
templating the first blossoms on our
rhododendron bush, when a large
yellow and black insect buzzed by.
My eyes aren’t as quick as they used
to be, and at first I thought it was
a bumblebee; but when it stopped
and faced me, hovering in mid-air,
I saw that it was a carpenter bee.

My first instinct was to head for
the garage and start rummaging for
a can of Raid, but I had a cup of
coffee in my hand and the sun felt
good on my back, so I just stood
there and watched.

The bee began darting back
and forth above the bushes, stop-
ping to hover here and there, and
occasionally darting down into a
flower; but it was not after nec-
tar. It is a predator, relentless as any
hawk or wolf, and while I watched
it captured several flies and other
small insects and ate them on the
wing. It was storing up energy for
egg-laying, and I knew that within
a few days it would be boring holes
in the wood above my garage door
where it will make its nest. I can’t
just stand by and let that happen. I
live in this jungle too, and T have to
defend my territory.

In the mid-1700s the Swedish
biologist, Karl von Linne (aka. Lin-
naeus), set out to classify all plants
and animals, and collectors were
encouraged to send him specimens
from all over the world. Someone
in South Carolina sent him the skel-
eton and skin of chipmunk, and he
gave it the Latinized name, Tamias
striatus. The species name, striatus,
was obvious enough... it means
“striped” in Latin... but the genus
name, Tamias, requires an explana-
tion. Apparently the original col-
lector included some sketchy notes
that said the little creature dug tun-
nels and filled them with seeds, on
which it lived in the winter; and for
that reason, Linnaeus selected the
Greek word, Tamias, which means
“steward” or “housekeeper.” It was a
good choice, for it describes exactly
what has been going on in my yard.

A chipmunk appeared at my
bird feeder last fall, and until bad

weather arrived it entertained me
each morning by stealing sunflower
seeds. It would cram seeds into its
cheek pouches until it looked like a
bad case of mumps, and then dash
off to the tunnel it had dug under
the front walk. Evidently it filled the
available space in that tunnel, for as
weeks went by it proceeded to dig
at least five more, scattered strategi-
cally around the yard and driveway.
It stayed in the one under the walk
all winter; it plugged the entrance
with dead leaves, and slept com-
fortably there for weeks at a time
when the area was covered with
snow. Between snowstorms, when
the snow melted I would some-
times find the dead leaves pushed
aside where it had come out to look
around, and in one case it left tracks
in a light snow; but mostly it stayed
indoors, probably with its mate.

When the last snow finally
melted, the chipmunk(s) moved
from the hole under the walk to
another one in the flowerbed by
the driveway, where they prob-
ably have started a family by
now. For the past month, while
I watched from the breakfast
table, it has scurried busily about,
sometimes picking up sunflower
seeds, or on other errands; but
one day last week its behavior
changed. It was in the middle of
the driveway, and it would sit still
for a minute, then dart forward
toward the flowerbed, then leap
sideways and back away. I had
a pretty good idea of what was
going on, so I got my cane and
went out to the rescue.

Sure enough, there in the flower-
bed was a blacksnake; the chipmunk
had been trying to distract its atten-
tion from the nearby tunnel, and he

darted away as I approached. A light

Swedish biologist, Karl von Linne (aka. Linnaeus)

rain was falling and it was chilly, so
the snake made no resistance when
I pinned its head down with the
cane and picked it up. In a friendly
manner, it wrapped around my
arm, snuggling close to warm itself.
I wanted to offer it the hospitality
of our warm kitchen until the rain
stopped, but my wife demurred, so
I took it down in the woods behind
the house and set it free.

It is hard to avoid being anthro-
pomorphic about things like that.
The children of my generation
heard “The Tales of Peter Rabbit”
and “The Wind in the Willows”
at bedtime; today’s parents can
choose from “Chester Chipmunk’s
first day at school” or hundreds of
other titles advertised on the inter-
net. Such stories have value; most
of them have a moral to tell, and
they got me interested in reading
early on. I don’t think it hurt me to
believe animals talked to each other
and shared human values when 1

was three, and when small friends
come to visit I will show them the
chipmunks home and tell them its
name is “Tammy.” Burt if T had con-
tinued to believe things like that
after I grew up, I never would have
understood the real inhabitants of
the natural world.

The brave chipmunk valiantly
defending his home and family
makes a nice image in the mind,
but the real jungle is not like that.
The chipmunk was not recit-
ing Oliver Goldsmith’s verse as he
faced the blacksnake; he was doing
by instinct what his ancestors had
learned when facing snakes 60 mil-
lion years ago. It was one of the
principles of survival of the fit-
test long before Demosthenes first
quoted it. And here in the jungles
of Emmitsburg, it still applies.

16 read past editions of The Retired
Ecologist, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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IN THE COUNTRY

Preventing raptor road- klll

Tim Iverson

Believe it or not it had been a
rather pleasant afternoon com-
mute up 270-N. I had been follow-
ing the same sedan for some miles
now. As any good driver does my
eyes made the circuit from looking
ahead through the windshield, up to
the rearview mirror, over to the side
view mirrors, and every now and
again to check the time and speed I
was going. After one of these rounds
I make it back to staring forward,
and I catch a glimpse of a hand fling
something out of the drivers side
window. The yellow and slender skin
with arms flailing in the wind made
it abundandy clear what they had
tossed aside. It couldnt have been
anything other than a banana peel.
Big deal you might be asking your-
self. Well, I am here to tell you that it
IS a big deal.

At seven state parks across Mary-
land there are aviaries housing
injured wildlife that will never be
able to return to the wild because
they can no longer care for them-
selves as the result of human caused
injuries. The closest to our area is
located at Cunningham Falls State
Park. Within this aviary are ani-
mals, most of who have been hit by
cars. These accidents could largely be
avoidable. Most think of roadside
litter as trash bags, empty fast food
bags, cups and containers, and other
kinds of junk. When presented with
the idea of banana peels or apple
cores or other natural and biodegrad-
able things they think its perfectly

natural and fine to toss them aside
as they please. However, this is not
the case. The raptors living in Mary-
land Park Service aviaries can provide
ample evidence as to why.

Lets meet a Red Tailed Hawk for
just a minute. This beautiful bird of
prey is the largest hawk that lives in
Maryland. This bird prefers wide
open spaces, primarily fields. In fact,
if we're being honest this is probably
one species that has benefited from
deforestation  and  development.
They feast on small mammals like
mice, rabbits, squirrels, and smaller
birds in their territory. You can often
see them sitting on the sides of road-
ways. They're usually perched upon
telephone poles, over head lights,
or signs. They are naturally drawn
to these areas because of high perch
places, and the abundance of prey.

You see rodents are naturally
attracted to any type of food trash.
It doesnt matter if that fast food
bag is empty or not, because it still
smells like French fries and burg-
ers. Empty wrappers still retain the
scent of whatever food they pack-
aged as well. Banana peels, apple
cores, or other food waste will still
attract prey like mice to the sides of
roadways in search of a quick meal.
Red-tailed Hawks, and other birds of
prey, know this and will wait for prey
to arrive. Then when the moment is
right they’ll strike. They swoop down
from on high to claim their catch.
Often times though it’s not that sim-
ple. They are competing with the
tumult of traffic which can be chaos
to process for wildlife. Raptors fre-
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Raptors frequently are struck by cars in the process of hunting. In most cases these blrds are killed on impact. A
lucky few who do survive and make it to medical assistance in time may be able to fully recover and be rereleased
to the wild. However, the majority of those who are hit and survive will not be able to go back into the wild.

quently are struck by cars in the pro-
cess of hunting. In most cases these
birds are killed on impact. A lucky
few who do survive and make it to
medical assistance in time may be
able to fully recover and be rereleased
to the wild. However, the majority
of those who are hit and survive will
not be able to go back. These reasons
can vary: wing amputations, which
makes flight impossible; brain dam-
age, which makes hunting and sur-
vival impossible; or loss of vision in
one or both eyes, which makes hunt-
ing, flying, and surviving difficult to
impossible.

For those birds that are fortunate
enough to survive, but cannot survive
on their own will be placed in zoos
and aviaries throughout the county.
The Maryland Park Service has a pro-
gram called Scales & Tales which cares
for and houses wildlife like this. Scales
& Tales is an environmental educa-
tion program that provides people
the opportunity to see these wild ani-
mals up close. By relating the “tale”

or story of the animals the Mary-
land Park Service can reach out to the
public and educate them on environ-
mental issues of concern. These issues
range from environmental pollution,
climate change, habitat and resource
loss, invasive species, and more. There
are a few ways people can help these
animals as well as wildlife.

The first way is by visiting these avi-
aries, parks, and wild spaces in gen-
eral. By raising your awareness you are
likely to make lasting lifestyle changes
and be able to spread the message
to others. Scales & Tales also has an
adoption program that allows you to
symbolically “adopt” these animals,
and the money goes towards their
care and well being. The best way to
help them is to help prevent unnec-
essary injuries from happening in the
first place. Practicing Leave No Trace
is a great way to start.

Leave No Trace is a non-profit
organization and a set of principles
or ethics regarding how we use and
treat the great outdoors. These seven
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ideas are easy to follow and very rea-
sonable. They are:

Plan Ahead & Prepare — Make
sure you pack all necessary food,
gear, etc. Know youre way so you
don't get lost. Most importantly, plan
for how to pack your waste and bring
it back with you

Travel/Camp on Durable Surfaces
—When you hike or camp off of spe-
cific or regulated areas you destroy
vegetation that prevents rain run-
off and destroy habitat by expanding
human impact

Dispose of Waste Properly — If you
brought it there, then make sure you
bring it back.

Leave What You Find — This way
another passerby can experience
what you did

Minimize Campfire Impacts —
If there are existing fire rings then
use them! Otherwise the woods
will be pockmarked with blackened
scorched earth

Respect Wildlife — Respect all
wildlife, but remember some wildlife
can be venomous or dangerous so if
you don’ respect them they will not
respect you.

Be Considerate of Other Visitors —
Youd hate it if you were soaking up the
beauty of the outdoors and someone
was being loud, rude, and disruptive.
Dont do it to someone else.

Leave No Trace can usually be
summed up by the adage, “Take only
pictures, leave only footprints.” By
practicing these principles in all of our
outdoor affairs we can assure that every
one of us can always enjoy what the
wild lands have to offer. Just like you
try to take care of your personal stuff,
we need to take care of our collective
stufl. Throwing the banana peel out
instead of waiting to find a trash can is
reckless. It endangers wildlife by setting
them up for disaster. When this hap-
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pens often enough the scavengers eat-
ing it become accustomed to the food
source, and may starve when or if it
is no longer available. The simple act
of just waiting a few more minutes is
well worth the investment to preserve
the independent and natural order of
things. I once saw a road sign while
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10 read other articles by Tim Iverson visit
the Authors section of Walkersville.net.




JUNE 2024 | WOODSBORO-WALKERSVILLE NEWS-JOURNAL | 15

SCIENCE MATTERS

Creating “life” in the laboratory

Boyce Rensberger

n November 26, 1899 The

Boston Herald published
this headline: “Creation of Life.
Startling Discovery of Prof. Loeb.
Lower Animals Produced by
Chemical Means.”

The story that followed talked
about experiments done at the
Marine Biological Laboratory in
Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

The headline was a bit over-
blown. The Chicago Tribune fol-
lowed with a somewhat more
accurate account: “Science Nears
the Secret of Life.” The sub-head-
ing said “a Long Step Towards
Realizing the Dream of Biologists,
‘to Create Life in a Test Tube.””

So, what actually happened?
Why is this episode, largely forgot-
ten today, worth reading about? I
believe it tells us a lot about how
the attitudes of Americans have
changed since then.

When this story broke in 1899,
the general public welcomed it as
another of the astonishing advances
of an era that was still getting used
to such inventions as automobiles
and electric lights, movies and the
phonograph, X-rays and aspirin. It
didn’t seem so surprising that the
wizards of science and engineering
could create living animals.

In the following years, the sci-
entist who did the experiments,
Jacques Loeb, carried out more
experiments that garnered wide
publicity, often landing him on
the covers of national magazines.
In his day, Loeb, a German immi-
grant, was probably the most
famous scientist in America. (His
only rival for similar attention was
Thomas Edison, an inventor and
not a scientist.) One of the great
literary figures of the period, Sin-
clair Lewis, modeled the hero of his
Pulitzer Prize-winning 1925 novel,
Arrowsmith, on Jacques Loeb. The
book was even made into a movie.

Within one generation of the
scientist’s death in 1924, biology
would be revolutionized. Before
Loeb, biologists
describing the world’s natural his-

tory. After Loeb, biology became
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an experimental science on a par
with chemistry and physics.

Loeb’s belief that living things
could be taken apart and tin-
kered with laid the foundation of
a science in which America would
become a world leader. Following
what Loeb called “the mechanistic
conception of life,” American bio-
logical science would attain a pre-
eminence that it holds to this day.

And yet, for all the hoopla, Loeb
came nowhere close to creating life.

In that summer of 1899 Loeb
was working in a simple, wooden
laboratory just yards from the sea,
measuring out chemicals that he
stirred into bowls of seawater. In
the bowls were one-celled eggs
from female sea urchins. Loeb
imagined that he could find a rec-
ipe to substitute for sperm from a
male sea urchin.

He hit on the right formula—a
simple pinch of magnesium chlo-
ride. Each one-celled ovum began
dividing, again and again, the ball
of cells becoming a fully func-
tioning organism, complete with
a skeleton, nerves, and a digestive
system. It could even swim. In the
wild, this larval sea urchin would
eventually settle down and meta-
morphose into the bottom-dwell-
ing pincushion shape.

Loeb reported his achievement in
the American Journal of Physiology.
He called his feat artificial partheno-
genesis (from the Greek for virgin
birth). He did not shy from specu-
lating that it might be possible to
achieve the same result in mammals.

“The idea is now hovering before
me,” Loeb had written nine years
earlier to his friend Ernst Mach, the
great Austrian physicist (the speed
of sound was named for him), “that
man himself can act as a creator,
even in living Nature, forming it
eventually according to his will.”

Loeb told Mach that he believed
scientists could one day create life
through “a technology of living
substance.” To Loeb the experi-
ment addressed a deeper issue, the

fundamental nature of life itself.
He believed that life was not the
product of a supernatural “vital
force.” He argued that atoms and
molecules  behaving  naturally
could explain all of life’s processes.
Many of Loeb’s colleagues agreed
and nominated him for the Nobel
Prize. Others disagreed, believ-
ing that life was too complex to be
explained by anything less than the
workings of a divine creator or, at
the very least, a mystical, supernat-
ural phenomenon, a “vital force”
that inhabited living things. Loeb
became a Nobel finalist, but he did
not get the prize.

If the egg contains the plan for
development of the embryo, Loeb
wrote, “we can imagine the Men-
delian factors [as genes were then
called] giving rise to specific sub-
stances which go into circulation
and start or accelerate different
chemical reactions in different parts
of the embryo, and thereby call
forth the finer details characteris-
tic of the variety [species] and the
individual.” Over an ensuing half
century of research, geneticists
would confirm that Loeb’s specula-
tion was exactly right.

Today the frontiers of biology are
almost entirely devoted to under-
standing the physical and chemi-
cal machinery that is life itself. The
old concept of a supernatural vital
force is dead in science, though,
of course, versions of it survive in
some religions.

Soon Loeb was being profiled in
national magazines. In the popular
McClure’s Magazine, for example,
he was quoted in 1902 as saying:
“I wanted to take life in my hands
and play with it.  wanted to handle
it in my laboratory as I would any
other chemical reaction-to start it,
stop it, vary it, study it under every
condition, to direct it at my will!”

In the years that followed,
Loeb produced a succession of
remarkable discoveries,
of which were covered by news-
papers and magazines, creating

many
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Jacques Loeb

in Jacques Loeb America’s first
celebrity scientist.

Wilhelm Ostwald (1909 Nobel
“There
is practically no limit to what man
can do in this direction. Of course,
at first, he will be able to produce

Prize in chemistry) wrote:

only a piece of protoplasm, some-
thing like the water hydra or the
resemblance of the sea urchin that
Professor Loeb has evolved, but it
will be instilled with real life.”

Of course, nothing like that has
happened. Still the optimism gener-
ated by Loeb’s work, though the man
himself is largely forgotten, has devel-

oped into a huge scientific enterprise
aimed predominantly at the conquest
of disease and human suffering.

Next month: How the public
reacted to Loeb’s experiments.

Boyce Rensberger retired to Freder-
ick County after more than 40 years
as a science writer, mostly for The
New York Times and The Washing-
ton Post. Write to him ar boycerens-
berger@gmail.com.

10 read other articles by Boyce Rens-
berger, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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THE MASTER GARDENER

Earthfest 2024

Theresa Furnari, Frederick County
Master Gardener

ummer garden season is here.

You can get ideas for your gar-
den in a beautiful Demonstration
Garden, meet Master Garden-
ers and engage in fun activies,
including a scavenger hunt for
kids, at the third annual Freder-
ick County EarthFest, hosted by
the Master Gardeners of Frederick
County.

This free open house takes place
on June 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30
p-m. at the University of Maryland
Extension Office at 330 Montevue
Avenue in Frederick,

To preview what you can see and
learn, here is a virtual walk-through
of some of the displays and tables
spread across the grounds and
through the first floor of the Exten-
sion Office:

Donning red shirts, Master Gar-
deners will be roaming the grounds

to be of assistance but will be most
present in the Demonstration Gar-
den. There you can tour a beauti-
ful display of native plants, spread
among herbs, such as basil, mar-
joram, sage, rosemary, spearmint,
thyme, and parsley. You'll also find-
tomato plants, rhubarb, and chives.
For fruit lovers, there are straw-
berry, fig and blueberry plants.
While in the garden you will see a
compost bin and bee houses, and
you may see bees, butterflies, and
birds. The co-evolution between
plants and wildlife pollinators is on
display, defining a healthy ecologi-
cal system.

The successful  co-evolution
observed in the garden is attained
by native plants, defined by the
National Wildlife Federation as
having occurred naturally in a
particular region, ecosystem, or
habitat without human introduc-
tion. Although non-native plants
do not always pose a threat to
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ovide a safe habitat for them to lay their eggs. Here, long wooden

tubes are stacked in a bee house. Solitary bees will crawl into the tubes and lay eggs, which will wait for spring to
hatch. Bees are the only insect in the world that produces food that humans eat. There are more than 400 species
of bees in Maryland alone, and a bee will fly as far as six miles to obtain the nectar it needs to make honey.

native plants, they may not sup-
port ecosystem health as well as
native plants do. Earthfest 2024
will teach you how to avoid inva-
sive, non-native plants, since they
quickly reproduce and spread, kill-
ing or otherwise crowding out
native plants.

On one side of the Demon-
stration Garden, young attend-
ees can participate in story time in
the Childrens Garden, crafts, and
a scavenger hunt. The Children’s
Garden is a magical spot, with
brightly colored plants, places to sit
to enjoy the space and nooks and
crannies to explore.

On another side of the Demon-
stration Garden, through the
Woodland Edge, you will see a
variety of shade plants, such as
ferns and shrubs. There are bird
houses hanging on the branches
of native trees. The native Pawpaw
tree has its own location, perhaps
due to the fact that it produces the
largest native edible fruit.

Like native plants, the benefit of
native trees in the right location is
immeasurable. Not only do trees
provide shade, but they also absorb
carbon, which reduces carbon diox-
ide in the air while releasing oxygen
into the atmosphere. The tree roots
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absorb stormwater to decrease ero-
sion. The trunk, branches, leaves,
fruit, and nuts of trees provide
habitat for birds, squirrels, and
deer, as well as insects. Entomolo-
gist Dr. Doug Tallamy has shown
that native oak trees support over
500 species of caterpillars, whereas
ginkgos, a tree from Asia, host only
five or fewer species of caterpil-
lars. Because 96 percent of terres-
trial songbirds rely on caterpillars
to feed their babies, caterpillars are
important for a healthy ecosystem.

Leaving the garden, you can visit
an extensive insect collection by
4-H members or peruse additional
reading from the Frederick County
Public Libraries. At another table
you can learn about bees from the
Frederick County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation and birds from the Audu-
bon Habitat Advisors or Frederick
Bird Club. Another display teaches
you how to design a successtul pol-
linator garden. In addition, you
can participate in rock painting or
make bee and butterfly baths.

To learn about the Potomac
River, you may want to visit the
table of the Interstate Commis-
sion on the Potomac River Basin.
There you will learn about the sig-
nificance and health of the Poto-
mac River, whose watershed is the
second largest in the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed. At this table, you
can learn how stormwater and salt
can affect the health of our water-
ways. Because we are experiencing
more intense and frequent storms,
the amount of stormwater has
increased. Although stormwater
generally drains into the soil, when
it cannot, it may run along streets
and parking lots, picking up trash,
oil, salt, and other pollutants. The
runoff flows into our rivers and
streams and affects drinking water,
fish, plants, and other aquatic
species. Visiting another display
hosted by Master Gardeners, you
can acquire information for cre-
ating a landscape that helps keep
stormwater draining into the soil.

A visit to a display by the Mas-
ter Naturalist will teach you about
wildlife and natural
management. The Sierra Club
Catoctin Group display can share

resource
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THE MASTER GARDENER

Pollinators at rest...
‘Nature knows best

o0 can Belp protect averwmterny polaatens by eavioy laves
and ttver il debris o yoes parden bees v [y et
et il gpringg b oot bk m-m

"Pollinators at Rest” signage at the University of Maryland Exten-
sion Building encourages people to protect overwintering pollinators
by leaving leaves and other plant debris undisturbed until late in the
spring. Many insects burrow under the garden debris for protection

from winter weather and foraging birds.

why you should reduce plastic
use and actions you can take in
your daily activities to respond to
climate change. This is especially
relevant as the climate contin-
ues to warm. A warming climate
crowds out native plants and ani-
mals that have evolved together,
harming our regional heritage,
biodiversity and introducing
invasive species that do not sup-
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port a healthy ecosystem.

How can you not come to Earth-
Fest 20242

Frederick County Master Gar-
deners is located at the University
of Maryland Extension Office, 330

Montevue Lane in Frederick.

10 read other gardening articles, visit
the Gardening section of Walkers-

ville.net.
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Small Town Gardener

The rough & smooth of Mid-Atlantic gardening

Marianne Willburn

Ican’t remember which of
the many gardening books
I was reading the day I jubi-
lantly came across the sen-
tence, “If you can garden in
the Mid-Atlantic you can
garden anywhere.” 1 have
since seen the same state-
ment applied to the Upper
Midwest, The Plains, The
Southwest..
the picture. What gardener
doesn’t insist that they have it
worst of all?

.well, you get

In many ways of course, we
are blessed. We have a long
growing season, and when
friends in Denver are brush-
ing the snow off the green-
house door, we are well into
the joys of spring’s bounty.
When our cousins in North
Dakota have stocked and
shut the root cellar for the
season, we are still doing
magical things with toma-
toes. For your average gar-
dener, the season lasts from
April to October, and for
triple A personalities with
greenhouses and creativity, it
can last longer than that.

Our  blessings
with average annual precipi-
tation levels hovering around
the 40-inch mark, and decent
soil composition making up
much of the region — a region
which technically runs from
as far north as New York state
to just south of Norfolk, VA.

Yes, on the face of it, life
should be made in the shade
for a Mid-Atlantic gardener
with a pocketful of seeds, a
trowel, and a dream. But of
course, that’s not the whole,
deceptive, story.

continue

I admit I fell for the bait and
switch. As a West Coast trans-
plant with much time spent in
the UK, I was lured in by summer
thunderstorms, Kew Garden-es-
que springs, green hedgerows,
firefly summers, stone houses,
and of course, a burgeoning wine
industry.

From the outset, it looked
like we had settled into the
best of both my worlds. We
could enjoy a sunny summer’s
day, experience a brief summer
downpour, then finish enjoying
the rest of the day knowing our
rain barrels were filled and our
BBQ wasn’t ruined.

We could revel in the glory of
deciduous spring in a way that
those from our childhood homes
in the Sierra Nevada mountains
could not — experiencing full win-
ter devastation to glorious spring
awakening in two weeks flat.

And it was that last bit — as a
gardener — that would fool me.
The winter would erase any mem-
ory of the previous season’s pun-
ishing heat, flying insects and
dreaded humidity; and the frosted
hedgerows and fields would make
it clear that, wherever I was, it
wasn’t California. I started each
season feeling I was back in a
sweetly unfolding English spring.

Nope.

It took me a long time to real-
ize that the USDA Zone map
only concerned itself with just
how bad winter was going to get
in a neighborhood near me; NOT
how winter hardy plants were
going to survive Dante’s Inferno
in what passed for August in the
Mid-Atlantic.

Year after year, I would begin
the season with Delphinium and
end it bitterly with crispy pots
of lobelia, always certain that

AR
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this particular season had been
.that this particu-
lar season had suffered from
some sort of neglect on my
part...that this particular sea-
son would be greatly improved

unusual..

next year.

A turning point for me
came several years ago, when I
became friends with the [now
late]
Harper — a British ex-pat gar-
dener who lived and gardened
on the coastal plains of Vir-
ginia for more than fifty years.
One of her books, Time-Tested
Plants (Timber Press, 2000),
was a revelation to me, and
helped me to start gardening
for the climate I was experienc-

garden author Pamela

ing, not the one that was being
promised in the first two weeks
of May.

Harper’s vision matched my
own. She wanted to grow the
same plants I wanted to grow
— but either had to substitute
other, better suited species, or
adapt via different cultivars.
And she had fifty years of expe-
rience doing just that.

When it came to old English
favorites like delphiniums, she
contented herself with spire-
like perennials such as Eryth-
rina herbacea (Coral Bean)
or enjoyed annual larkspur.
Instead of watching tradi-
tional campanulas falter under
intense heat, she grew C. gar-
ganica instead and enjoyed a
carpet of bloom in May and
June.

Through  her
examples, I slowly came to gar-
den for a Mid-Atlantic climate.
Which, while

intense challenges and fluctu-

numerous

not without
ating seasons, is exceptionally
satisfying when you're trying to
grow your skills as a gardener.
Certainly I could do without
the gnats, and if global weather
patterns suddenly erased the
humidity, I would not shed
a single tear; but I have come
to appreciate the wealth of
water.. the
hot summers that make road-

.the sunny skies...

side mullein come to life. I
adore the many shades of green,
and conversely enjoy the many
shades of brown come winter.
And autumn? Well autumn is
a book unto itself around here,
and is quite rightly envied in
other parts of the world.

When you move, it takes
time to establish what your
new normal is.
I think that the most interest-
ing thing about the Mid-Atlan-
tic is, there isn’t one. That’s the
challenge. That’s the fun.

23 years later,

Marianne is the author of Trop-
ical Plants and How To Love
Them, and Big Dreams, Small
Garden. She gardens from her
home in Lovettsville, VA.
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My baby Loki has cancer

Jennifer Vanderau

ou have no idea how difficult it was
for me to type those five words.

Loki is my 7-year-old black car who
came to me when he was a kitten and he
was so scared he hid in the basement for
the longest time. Tll never forget the after-
noon that I laid on the kitchen floor and
waited for him to come to me while the
Empire Strikes Back played in the other
room. It took me two hours, but eventu-
ally; he poked his litde head above the top
step and hesitandy walked to me. Once he
rubbed my chin, he just started purring,

Heé’s my boy.

Well, a fewweeks ago I noticed he was
limping, I figured he must have done
something stupid because of the way
he runs around the house like a doofus.
However, when I tok a look at the leg
he wasnit putting much of his weight on,
I found a golf ball sized lump on his knee.

“That's when the worry truly took root
in my heart.

I got him to the vet and they x-rayed
his leg and aspirated the lump and it was
cancer.

I cantt tell you how much I have cried

in the last few weeks. Tve been sick to my
stomach and havent been sleeping much
and its been so rough.

The vet said amputation would be
what she recommended, but he was
apparently a holy terror in the x-ray room
and because of that, they were unable ©
getan x-ray of his chest to see if the cancer
had spread anywhere else.

The vet scheduled him to come back
two days later for the amputation, when
they said they would do the chest x-ray.
If the x-ray showed cancer, the vet said
euthanasia was really the better option.

You guys, I cant tell you what that did
to me. [ was in the shower the day after
that and [ just ugly cried. I mean really;
really ugly.

He had just been running around
and dimbing chairs and acting like his
idiotdc self just days before they told me
this. How in the world would I be able to
euthanize him?

Aggin, ugly aying, T mean fiom deep
in my gut ugly crying,

It turns ou, thank all the deities from
every religion, that the x-rays were dear.
His bloodwork was good and his heart
and lungs also sounded good, so his back,
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left leg was amputated.

He came home the same day and
Ive been trying to help him through the
recovety.

I second guess myself almost every
minute of the day: I just dont want him
to be in pain, but I dontwant to overdose
him either. He’s a very proud cat — not
one to be picked up and coddled. Hes
very loving, but its got to be on his terms.

I sl havent slept very well and my
appetite is hit or miss.

Loki stays in my bedroom with me at
night — I shut out the other cats because
I dont want anything to happen to him
—and every move he makes wakes me up
and I have to check on him.

Its been such a roller coaster.

It dawned on me over the last few
days that its probably a good thing — for
a number of reasons — that I never had a
human child. I know after this experience
I probably would have been in a locked
ward before the child was out of diapers.

To the parents out there: T seriously
dont know how you do it.

Overall, when I'm not lodked in a con-
stant switl of worry and fear and grief and
I can allow logic out for a second or two,
I'm able to admit Loki has done remark-
ably well. His stitches came out last week
and hés aying to jump on things he
shouldnit, but he’s always been a bit of a
jerk, so thats not terribly surprising,

I've kind of renamed him Hop-Along
because I can hear him coming when he
walks around the house.

I still worry, though, because thats
apparendy my lifetime default, but I'm
starting to feel a little better:

I'm also aying t work through the
purpose of all this. Sometimes the big-
ger picture is a whole lot easier to see
when you're not right in the middle of
the tough times, but I'm going to put
this in writing now because I think I
need to own it. I dont have a signifi-
cant other. 'm not married. I don’
have children. There are days in my life
when [ speak to very few people.

My cats are the creatures who I see
and speak to and touch every day in
some fashion. Every, single day. They
are a literal part of my daily existence
and [ have always known how much
I love them, but I think this experience
may have shown me how much I actu-
ally need them.

Because the thought of not having
Loki in my life nearly stopped me in
my tracks.

I'm not a total idiot — despite a whole
lot of evidence in my life to the contrary—
I know that the cancer could come back.
I know that I may not be as lucky the
next time around. I know that my cats
wont be with me forever, but for now;
Lokis still here and I plan on appreciat-
ing every; single second I have with him.

I do believe life is about gratitude and
living in the moment and being happy
with what you have.

And each second that I have with my
new Hop-Along I will treasure with every
beat of his and my heart.

Jenmifer Vanderan is the Publications and
Promotions Consultant for the Cumberland
Valley Animal Shelter in Chambersburg
and can be reached ar coascomm@cuvas-pets.
org. The shelser accepts both monetary and
petsupply donations. For more information,
call the shelser at 717-263-5791 or visit the

website wuwwcvaspes.ong .

Poncho is a happy guy who is
true to his breed and has a great
nose! Knowledge of the Coon-
hound breed is a plus for potential
adopters. Poncho is about 2 years
old and came into the shelter as
a stray. He enjoys going on walks
and heading out to the play yard
for his "sniff time.” Poncho does
get over excited at times and will
jump up on people. He is work-
ing on this habit, but he may be
too much for small children due to
this. An age restriction for children
in the home may apply, please dis-
cuss this with shelter staff. Poncho
is also pretty vocal so close neigh-
bors or apartment living would not
be ideal. Do you have the right spot
for Poncho? CVAS, 5051 Letterken-
ny Road West, Chambersburg.

When Floki arrived, he was ema-
ciated, and in very poor shape be-
cause he came into the shelter as a
stray. We've been able to get weight
on him as well as a healthy shine
to his fur. Floki is a big boy that
doesn't quite know how big he real-
ly is! He is a 2-year-old Rottweiler
who really is a good looking boy.
Floki would love to go to a loving
forever home that has Rottweiler
experience. He knows sit and does
so quite handsomely we must say!
He can be aloof with strangers at
first but does warm up to new peo-
ple well. Floki can be dog selective
here at the shelter but seems to do
better with females. He would do
best in a home with older children.
Can you give Floki a second chance
at a forever home?

Copper was surrendered to the shelter when his owner could no longer care
for him. He is a 3-year-old, Redbone coonhound who is incredibly handsome,
but very energetic. Copper has never lived inside a house; with his previous
family he lived in the barn with a kennel run. He will need someone that un-
derstands that he will need to learn what living in a home is all about. Copper
does jump up when he’s excited. He’s also never been around children and may
be too much for small ones, so an age restriction for children in the home may
apply. Please discuss this with shelter staff. A knowledge of hounds would be
best for his future family. Are you the right fit for Copper?

Rustic came into the shelter because his owner could no longer care for him. He

is a 4-year-old fellow who is super sweet, but can be shy. Rustic does eventually

warm up to people, but it might take a little time. He would love to have his sec-
ond chance soon. Could that be with you?

For more information about Poncho, Floki, Copper, and Rustic call the
Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791, or visit them online at
www.cvaspets.org or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter.
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Meet Angel

Bethany Davidson
FCAC Humane Educator

ight now at Frederick County

nimal Control we have
eight dogs who have been with us
for approximately 100 days mak-
ing them all longtime residents.
While some need very specific
types of homes and families which
can make finding a forever home
take a little bit longer, one dog
many staff and volunteers are sur-
prised to see on this list is Angel.

Angel is our friendly and
fun-loving senior lab mix. I’s not
easy being the dog in the first ken-
nel especially if youre not par-
ticularly fond of other dogs, but
Angel does a great job as our
greeter. She’s calm and quiet and
is a wonderful example of what a
shelter dog can be. While Angel
may seem like a couch potato in
her kennel, this senior still loves to
tear it up. Yes, cuddles are fun, but
she’s playful and loves to get her
zoomie on too.

Angel is our go to dog for intro-
ducing new volunteers and day
trip fosters to our program. Not

Angel

It's those pesky polite greetings.
She just gets so excited to see peo-
ple that she can’t keep those paws
on the ground. We have been
working with Angel on this and

only is she comfortable with most
strangers, but she is also fairly well
mannered. She walks nicely on
leash, knows sit and down, and
takes treats pretty gently. Angel
does have one area of good man-
ners where she struggles though.
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will go over how to help her stay
grounded with her new family.

Now you may be asking your-
self how did a dog this awesome
end up at FCAC. Well, Angel’s
family needed to move and their
new home didn’t allow pets so
after having her for nearly her
entire life they made the painful
decision to let us find her a new
family. Her former family reports
that she rides well in the car and
is used to vet care. She did well
living in a home with children
as young as four years old and
while she isn't always a huge fan
of other dogs, she didn’t have a
problem with their resident cat.

Angel does get regular ear
cleanings to prevent ear infec-
tions and is allergic to poultry,
but otherwise appears to be in
good health.

Whether you're first-time dog
owner or a seasoned dog mom or
dad, Angel will certainly be a great
addition to most any family. If
youd like to find out more about
Angel and set up a time to meet
her, please go to www.visitfcac.
as.me to book an appointment.

Adopted from the shelter in 2015,
Tank was returned due to his own-
er’s health. He was nervous when
he first arrived, but who could blame
him after living with the same per-
son for nine years. Once comfort-
able, Tank becomes more confident
and is a sweet, laidback guy. He
shared his previous home with a dog
and shelter staff recommend him for
families with kids of any age.

Zuel is a handsome, friendly fellow.
At one and half years old, he is fully
grown but small (46lbs) for a Siberian
Husky. He enjoys playing fetch and
is very athletic. In fact, he can scale
fences, so his new owner will need to
be able to keep him safely at home.
Unfortunately, his owner left him with
a friend and never returned. After six
months, the friend could no longer
care for Zuel, so he was turned into
the shelter.

Quince is a confident, easy-going guy.
In fact, he is in our greeter cage on the
cat adoption floor. He curiously watch-
es everyone that enters the room and
hopes someone will stop by to pet him.

Quince was found as a stray in Points

of Rocks, but no one stopped by the
shelter to reclaim him. Since arriving
at the shelter he has been neutered,
microchipped and brought up to date
on routine vaccinations.

True to his breed, Odin exhibits ma-
ny of the characteristics of a Coon
Hound. He is energetic, vocal and
enjoys tracking a scent. In fact, he
was likely following his nose when

he was found as a stray on Long-
meadow Dr. in Frederick. Odin does
know a few basic commands but
could use some help on manners.
His ideal family will have past dog
experience and time to provide him
daily exercise.

For more information about Tank, Quince, Zuel, or Odin call the
Frederick County Animal Shelter at 301-600-1319 or visit them
online at www.frederickcountymd.gov/fcac.
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“From the day I entered public service, I made
the commitment that I would never make it
about me. Public service is about delivering for
you and making Maryland better.”

CONGRESSMAN

DAVID TRONE

My Background

| saw it growing up on the farm when my Dad was struggling with alcoholism and lost everything to bankruptcy. |
saw it when my business was beginning to grow, and corrupt elected officials did everything they could to stop me.
| saw it when my nephew lan told me that he was addicted to opioids. | wanted to be a different public servant and
not the typical politician we are all tired of.

We All Have Some Disappointments in Life and Then Move On

That's why, when the results came in from the primary election last month, | didn't spend the following days
doubting the results or wallowing in self-pity. | met with my team and made a plan for what we could accomplish in
the time | have left as your Congressman.

My Priorities in Congress Remain the Same

1. Oplolds - 100,000 Americans will die of a drug overdose this vear. It's a tragedy that has hit so many families,
including mine. I've harnessed the power of the federal government to deliver funds and resources to tackle
this issue, and we've made real strides. In the coming months, I'll continue to build coalitions on Capitol Hill and
throughout our communities so that this positive progress continues.

2. Dur Economy - We must make sure Western Maryland has a strong voice on Capitol Hill so we can deliver
funds to invest in our infrastructure, create jobs, and provide economic justice for our families. I've been proud
to serve on the Appropriations Committee, securing tens of millions of dollars to fund roads, bridges, community
centers, and more in every county in the 6th District.

Z. Mental Health Care - We must also continue to work to expand access to mental health care. Too many people
are suffering in the shadows. Too many fall victim to the stigma and are fearful to admit that they're not okay. It
breaks my heart, and it ignites a fire in me to make a difference — because this is personal to my family.

I’'m Always Proud to Serve You

I've been incredibly proud to represent you in Congress for the last six years, Not just because it's a
beautiful district with a diverse group of hardworking people (it is). I'm especially proud because | see the
potential in every community. | recognize the economic engine that needs a little bit of fine-tuning before it
races down the road. It's been an honor to play a small role in making that vision a reality.

Paid for by David Trone for Maryland. |
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Judicial Soup

Claire Doll & Dolores Hans
MSMU Classes of 2024 & 2025

hannon Bohrer, long-time con-

tributor to the Emmitsburg
News-Journal, recently wrote and
published a debut novel, Judicial
Soup. This novel is inspired by a
career in law enforcement and an
interest in criminal justice reform.
The book examines several stories
in which the innocent have been
incarcerated.

The novel follows protagonist
Heath Patrick Thomas, police offi-
cer in Georgetown, Washington
D.C., in August 2010 and how he
was wrongly accused of drunkenly
and forcefully drawing his weapon.
What follows is the judicial system
failing to consider proper evidence in
the case, resulting in a wrongful con-
viction of a crime that remains on
his record to this day. Heaths repu-
tation and credentials in law enforce-
ment were greatly affected, and his
career and the trajectory of his life
was changed.

“Due to a series of mistakes,
conflicts, and false information
that melded together like ingredi-
ents in a soup, he was found guilty
and lost his career,” Shannon
writes about the book. “What I
saw unfold...was unlike anything
I had experienced before.”

Shannon Bohrer has over four
decades of experience in law enforce-
ment and has written countless arti-
cles in his field. Upon his retirement
from the Maryland State Police,
Shannon worked as an instructor
for the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and an administrator for the
Maryland Police and Correctional
Training Commissions. Shannon
has published dozens of articles, fea-
tured in publications such as EB.I.
Law Enforcement Bulletin and
Police Marksman, and he writes for

the monthly column, “Words From
Winterbile” in  the Emmitsburg
News-Journal.

“I knew there was bad police offi-
cers, I knew there were corrupt
things. 1 never expected the court
to be this bad,” says Shannon when
reflecting on Heath’s story. When
he got permission to write the book,
Shannon gathered the files from
the attorney and began the process
of synthesizing facts and sources to
defend Heath’s dignity. As the novels
draft progressed, similar cases in the
news began to surface, including the
wrongful killing of George Floyd in
police custody; these instances only
urged Shannon to publish Judicial
Soup even more.

“I've learned so much while writ-
ing this book,” says Shannon, “not
just about the cop, but about the
publishing process” A member of
the Maryland Writer's Club, Shan-
non pitched his proposal for Judi-
cial Soup and worked with an agent
to publish the book. “I'm extremely
lucky,” he reflects. He explains that
for most people, even those with
amazing proposals, do not make it
past the pitching stage for quite some
time, maybe years upon years. This
goes to show the vitality of this novel
at this moment in our society.

Along with following protago-
nist Heath Patrick Thomas’s journey,
Judicial Soup also features chap-
ters that summarize cases in which
an innocent person has been found
guilty of a crime and later exon-
erated. These true cases bring to
light the life- and career-damaging
instances where witness misidenti-
fication and prosecutorial miscon-
duct occur too often. “Researching
these cases of wrongful conviction
was a learning experience in and of
itself,” Shannon writes regarding his
book. “It was not hard; in fact, it
was easy—too easy—to find cases
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of individuals who had been guiley
of crimes they did not commit and
then spent years incarcerated.”

Shannon says that he anticipates
possible reforms related to the booKk’s
message. “There’s a lot of pressure to
not report things,” he says, recount-
ing a story in Judicial Soup about a
man who was wrongfully accused
of murdering his wife and served 25
years in prison. Nearly three decades
later, new evidence that was with-
held was brought to light, revealing
that the husband was not the killer,
and instead reporting that simi-
lar murders had happened relating
to this case. Shannons decision to
put a case following every chapter
is rather prudent towards his read-
ers understanding of how urgent
a cause this is. “When you read the
book, my intent is that at first, you're
a little confused. After a while, you're
annoyed. And when youre about
two-thirds through the book, you're
mad,” he explains. “This could hap-
pen to anyone.”

Judicial Soup has received pre-
liminary reviews prior to its publi-
cation. One reader from Houston,
Texas says, “I found myself con-
stantly reading, anticipating the
next revelation in the history of the
case. | read the entire book in three
days. It draws you into the story and
makes it impossible to put down.”
Another reviewer, more local to the
area from Frederick, Maryland, says
the novel is “a truly insightful look
at a serious miscarriage in justice,
backed up with relevant anecdotes
and terrific historical quotes pro-
viding food for thought.” Another

reader says, “I never learned so

Shannon Bohrer, a retired State Police Officer and Words from Winterbilt
commentary columnist, is now a published author!

much about the judicial system
from one source. If you believe in
the system, or even if you don’t, you
should read this book.”

“I don’t know if I would have done
this if you told me it took ten years,”
says Shannon, reflecting on the pro-
cess. Shannon ultimately embraced
the difficulty of writing and pub-
lishing a novel, describing it as “chal-
lenging, but doable.” By addressing
the crack in foundation and how
the judicial system is failing, Shan-
non defends the lives of the innocent
affected by this crisis.

Shannon has been married to his
wife Susanne for 51 years and resides
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in Frederick, Maryland. In addition
to writing, he enjoys spending time
with his wife and horses, as well as
pursuing hobbies such as reading,
traveling, and continuing education.

Judicial Soup was released on
May 7th and is available at Ama-
zon, Barnes & Noble, and other
fine bookstores. It is Shannon
Bohrer’s debut novel following an
entire career in law enforcement
and investigation. This novel comes
highly recommended, as both an
intriguing story you can't put down,
and a collection of vital and discom-
forting information that will make
you think.
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The Wood family of Woodsboro

Dahl Drenning
Fifth great-grandson of Colonel Joseph
Wood, 2024

The First Generation in America
It was in 1683, fifty-eight years before
Joseph Wood leased lot 56 on Mono-
cacy Manor in what would become
Frederick County then the west-
ern fronder of the Maryland Colony
that his great grandfather William
Wood arrived in the Pennsylvania
colony. William Wood (1624-1685)
a Quaker merchant with his wife
Susanna Stubbins Markel (1650-
1689) and children Joseph, John,
Jonathan, Stephen, Benjamin and
Susanna emigrated from Nottingham
in England and setted in the Phila-
delphia area near Darby in Chester
County, Pennsylvania, at the intersec-
tion of Cobbs and Darby Creck.
William Wood an associate of Wil-
liam Penn and a shareholder in Penn’s
Free Society of Traders owned all or
part of five thousand acres in the area.
Before his untimely death in 1685
William Wood began a family tradi-
tion of entrepreneurial activity and
local leadership serving as Justice of
the Peace, Provincial Court Judge and
Provincial Counselor. It appears also
that he and his son Joseph built and
operated for a time fulling and grist-

mills in the Darby area.

The Second Generation

Emigrating with his father, William
Wood’s son Joseph (1666-1721)
about nineteen years old at the time
of his fathers death soon became
involved in business and govern-
mental affairs in both Pennsylvania
and Delaware. He held land in Phil-
adelphia and Chester counties and in
the 1690s served as Sheriff in Ches-
ter County and later became Sher-
iff in New Castle, Delaware serving
also as a Supreme Court Justice and
an Assemblyman. In 1701 Joseph
Wood served as a witness and signa-
tory to the last will and testament of
William Penn.

It appears that Joseph Wood did
not share his father’s religious con-
victions and chose instead to afhiliate
with the Anglican Church reverting
to a faith tradition held previously
by the Wood family in Nottingham.
Joseph Wood married Francina Her-
man (1662-1749) the daughter
of colonial mapmaker and Czech
native Augustine Herman (1621-
1686) and Jannetje Varleth (1674) of
Dutch ancestry. Augustine Herman
as a reward for drafting the “Map of
Virginia and Maryland, 1670” one
of the earliest maps of the Chesa-

peake Bay area received from Lord
Baltimore a sizeable parcel of land
in Cecil County Maryland which
he named “Bohemia Manor” a por-
tion of which he set apart as “Three
Bohemia Sisters” and passed to his
daughters including Francina and
her husband Joseph Wood.

A son Joseph (1691-1738) and a
daughter Jenneken (1693-?) were the
only children of Joseph and Francina.
Joseph and Francina are buried in the
cemetery of Emanuel Church in New
Castle Delaware.

The Third generation

Joseph, the son of Joseph the immi-
grant and Francina, lived his entire
life in Cecil County Maryland. He
and his wife Martha had two sons and
three daughters. Joseph was a slave
owning planter in Cecil County pos-
sessing at one time over twelve hun-
dred acres. He was affiliated with the
Anglican Church with his wife Mar-
tha being a member of the Religious
Society of Friends. Following the pat-
tern of service established by his pre-
decessors Joseph was a member of the
lower house of the Maryland legisla-
ture from 1732 until 1737 and was
a vestryman in the North Sassafras
(Anglican) Parish. Joseph and Martha
named one of their two sons Joseph,
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Memorial marker honoring Joseph Wood located
adjacent to the Woodsboro Veterans Memorial.

being now the third in the Wood
family line in America to bear the

same name.

The Fourth Generation
It was this Joseph Wood (1709-
1782) the son of the Cecil County
Legislator who married ~Sarah
Hodgson (1708 -1747) in 1734/5
in Cecil County and relocated to
the western frontier of Maryland in
or about 1741 to become the sec-
ond lessee on Monocacy Manor
taking up tenancy on lot # 56.
[John Wood (Nov. 29, 1754-Now.
11 or 14, 1832) served as an Ensign
in the 37th Battalion of the Mary-
land Milida (April 27, 1779) origi-
nally commanded by Colonel James
Johnson and in which his half/brother
Joseph Wood was the Lt. Colonel.
Joseph would have been about thir-

ty-six years old and John would have
been about Twenty-five. In the spring
of 1783 John Wood moved to Berke-
ley County, Virginia returning for a
time to Maryland before moving to
Kentucky then to permanently locate
in Wabash County, Illinois. His first
child Susanna was born in Freder-
ick County, Maryland in January of
1783 with the remainder of his chil-
dren being born in Virginia and Ken-
tucky. It was likely that John Wood
and Joseph, his older half/brother were
born on Lot 56 of Monocacy Manor. |

Soon after taking up residence on
the Manor, he assumed a leadership
role in the affairs of All Saints Parish
and in the civil jurisdiction that would
become in 1748 Frederick County.
As a new resident on the Manor
Joseph Wood began to identify him-
self as Joseph Wood of Israel’s Creek
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reflecting upon the stream which ran
through his Manor lot in order that
he not be confused with another local
pioneer Joseph Wood of Linganore.

In the time between his arrival on
the Manor in the early 1740s and his
death in 1782 Joseph Wood of Isra-
el's Creek served the public interest as
a road oversee, jurist, registrar for All
Saints Parish, member of committees
responsible for the construction of a
school and a jail in Fredericktown and
as an officer (Captain, Major) in the
Maryland Militia at the time of the
French and Indian War.

Joseph Wood was included on a list
of militia commissions (Captaincies)
delivered by Thomas Cresap to John
Ross in Annapolis, August 20, 1749.
He was also a signatory to the 1777
“Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity” at
the beginning of the Revolutionary
War as well as a financial contribu-
tor to the independence effort loaning
two thousand dollars to the State of
Maryland. In July 1747 Sarah Hodg-
son Wood died leaving four chil-
dren including the next generation
Joseph Wood (1743-1793) who was
then just four years old. Joseph Wood
of Israel’s Creek known variously as
Judge, Major and Joseph Wood St.
married widow Catherine Julian three
months later with whom he had six
more children and continued for years
to exercise his civic responsibility as an
active leader in the developing Freder-
ick County community.

The children of Joseph Wood and
Sarah Hodgson:

Robert, born August 12, 1736,
and married Oct. 13, 1763 Cather-
ine Dorsey.

Sarah, born Jan. 10, 1739, married
Nathaniel Wickam, died July 11, 1777.

Joseph (Colonel) born Septem-
ber 17, 1743. May have been born in
Frederick County.

Mary, born Aug. 7, 1746, married
Moses Hedges.

Catherine, born April 9, 1749

The children of Joseph Wood and
Catherine Julien, (martied Sept. 11, 1749)

Elizabeth, born Feb. 5, 1750, mar-
ried Aug. 6, 1769 Thomas Wilson

Abraham, born Feb. 7, 1753

John, born Nov. 29, 1754, married
Martha Ogle (1761-1820)

Rachel, born Feb. 5, 1757, married
Benjamin Barnhart.

Rebecca, born Sept. 12, 1759, mar-
ried Thomas Reynolds.

Ruth, born Nov. 24, 1761.

The Fifth Generation

Joseph Wood the son of Joseph Sr.
and Sarah lived and died in Fred-
erick County. Born (1743-1793) a
year before Frederick County was
separated from Prince Georges
County, Joseph Wood Jr. the great,
great grandson of William Wood
the immigrant associate of Wil-
liam Penn, became imbued with
and inspired by the possibilities
and responsibilities that were pres-
ent and available to the growing
tide of settlers streaming into the
area. His experience, not unlike
that of preceding generations of
the Wood family would be one of
opportunity, risk, success, and fail-
ure. Though his memory is forever

associated with the community
that bears his name, the founding
of Woodsboro by Colonel Joseph
Wood in 1786 might have been
the pinnacle of achievement for the
Wood family in Frederick County
and at least partially responsible for
their undoing and fall from prom-
inence.

For many years the best if not
the only available genealogical and
historical information regarding
the Wood family was found in the
pages of Thomas Scharf’s subscrip-
tion history, “The History of West-
ern Maryland” (published in 1882),
in the section about the district and
town of Woodsboro. The major
error in this section is the claim that
the father of Colonel Joseph Wood,
Joseph Wood Sr. of Israel's Creek,
was an immigrant from Glouces-
ter, England and thereby the first
generation of the family in Amer-
ica. Joseph Wood of Israel’s Creek
was in fact the fourth generation
of the family in America that had
originated not in Gloucester but in
Nottingham settling first in Penn-
sylvania and then in Cecil County,
Maryland. A possible explana-
tion for this error is those who
Scharf interviewed while travelling
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Patriot Grave Marking Service

The Sergeant Lawrence Everhart Chapter of the Maryland Society
Sons of the American Revolution and the Walkersville Historical
Society will hold a patriot grave marking service, Saturday, June 8
at 1 in the afternoon at the Glade Cemetery to honor five Revolu-
tionary War patriots - Jacob Barrick, John Cramer, Michael Grind-
er, Jacob Holtz, & Peter Stimmel. Please join them in honoring
those who helped this country win its freedom.

through the countryside and vil-
lages in Western Maryland in the
later years of the nineteenth century
simply knew very little about the

family history outside of Frederick

County let alone their time in Cecil

County and Philadelphia.
continued next month
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

June6

Decoration Day Services

The Decoration Day exercises in
Taneytown where well attended by
large numbers of people, but the
parade feature is growing smaller each
year. Those who should show their
interest in keeping alive the significance
of the Day seem to prefer doing so
without much exertion on their part,
as though “parading” is beneath their
dignity. Sometimes it is worthwhile to
do things that seem common, in order
to emphasize greater things.

No Decoration Day services were
held in Uniontown this year, but
thanks to the kindness of the Ameri-
can Legion, flags were furnished, and
each of the thirty-three veterans resting
in the town’s cemeteries were remem-
bered by the U.S. colors being placed
on their graves.

War College Camps In Full Action
'The presence of the War College camp
was enlivened this week by the pres-
ence in the air, of many airplanes,
humming busily in almost all direc-
tions, said to number from 15 to 18,
and operating largely between Walk-
ersville and Gettysburg,

There are 12 camps between Gettys-
burg and Washington, and the work
is being done by perhaps 300 offi-
cers, ranking from lieutenant to col-
onel. The whole scheme represents
a make-believe batdefield, perhaps
selected because its similarity in typog-
raphy too to possibly an actual scene of
war in the future.

The work includes Signal Corps
communication, and  theoretical
maneuvering into positions determine
upon by staff officers from headquar-
ters in Gettysburg, immediately oppo-
site the entrance to the Gettysburg
National Cemetery.

The Signal Corps has stretched
miles of field, telephone wire, and
First Army headquarters, Walkers-
ville, has been kept in touch with the
movements of the troops. Couriers
make use of airplanes, motorcycles,
and automobiles. About 25 airplanes
are scattered over cight bases. The
main aviation field is near Walkers-

ville, where 20 Plains are in use.

The camps have been quite attrac-
tive for visitors, who, however, do not
gain a great deal of information, except
inavery general way, there has not been
much to see, as the whole plan rep-
resents a school for students, and not
a spectacular display for the benefit of
the public. It is not a drill proposition,
but one of actual inside schoolwork,
largely of a private character.

"The maneuvering is to educate offi-
cers in men in the management and
movement of troops in time of war.
Orders are sent by telephone, radio and
courier to the different bodies of men,
and reports are received and tabulated
daily by umpires, who decide whether
the army has advanced or been driven
back. The entire “front” extends from
north of Emmitsburg and Gettysburg,
to Hanover, to Aberdeen, to Havre de
Grace. The maneuvering, which will
last through tomorrow and will con-
clude with a critique in which all the
officers will participate.

Didn’t Get Enough To Drink
William Whitmore, about 28 years
old, of near Walkersville was arrested,
Sunday afternoon, charge with oper-
ating and automobile, while under the
influence of liquor, and reckless driv-
ing. At a hearing before the Justice of
the Peace, he was fined $125 and cost
on the liquor charge, and $10 for reck-
less driving. Unable to pay he was com-
mitted to jail for 135 days.

According to the charges, Whit
more crowded nine automobiles off
the road, several of which ran into
ditches along the side of the high-
way to escape being struck. Observ-
ing his condition, one of the drivers,
forced to one side of the road, notified
the police, who started after the reck-
less driver and halted him near New
Midway. Seeing the officer, a com-
panion of Whitmore jumped from
the machine and disappeared into
an adjoining orchard. According to
the officer, Whitmore was very much
under the influence of liquor.

Wife Asks To Whip Husband

That she be permitted to perform
for the Sheriff the duty of applying
the lash to the back of her husband,
Louis Longebeam, upon whom Justice
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Bower Monday, imposed a sentence
of 15 lashes, was the request made by
Mary Longebeam.

“Please let me whip him; I'll stand
on my toes and cut the blood out of
his back,” Mrs. Longebeam told Jus-
tice Bower, as she begged to be allowed
to wield the cat-o-nine tails Monday
afternoon.

Unless Longebeam appeals the deci-
sion of Justice Bower or some unfore-
seen incident arises, the Sheriff will
inflict the punishment sometime
today. Person sentence to undergo this
form of punishment are first examined
by the jail physician. They are then
cuffed to bars at the jail and strip to the
waist. The lash is then applied.

Longebeam was arrested Sunday
evening after his wife said that he had
beaten her. Yesterday morning, Mrs.
Longebeam testified that her husband
struck her in the eye, inflicting a pain-
ful cut and breaking her eyeglasses.

Father Sees Son Killed In Mishap
Robert Holt, aged 25, of Lewistown,
was killed Wednesday evening at Cre-
agerstown when a freight train on the
Western Maryland Railroad backed
into the car in which he was working
unloading stones. The impact sent the
car Holt was working in back a short
distance. Young Holt immediately
caught hold of the break wire of the
car, but lost his grip and he fell into the
pocket of the car and was buried under
aload of stones.

He was pulled from under the load
and rushed to the Frederick hospi-
tal, but died in route from the internal
injuries. The accident was witnessed
by his father, and one of his brothers,
who were also unloading stone from
the same car into a truck. Another
employee on the car at the time
escaped unhurt.

June 13

Flying Squadron Brakes Camp

All vestiges of military operations
located in the vicinity of Woodsboro
and Walkersville for the past 12 days
was removed Thursday morning
when the air service unit station near

Woodsboro broke camp and left for

g
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Bowling Field. The unit of the Sig-
nal Corps, which was stationed on
the Oyster Farm near Walkersville,
broke camp four days ago, and went
back to Aberdeen.

The officers and men stationed
here during the maneuvers were well
pleased with the treatment of locals
according to them. It was stated that
there is a possibility that maneuvers on
a much larger scale may be conducted
in the vicinity again within a period of
several months.

For the past 10 days local persons
Were given an opportunity to witness
all sorts of aerial stunts by the army
flyers. Mimic battles were fought in
the clouds, and during the course
of the maneuvers Frederick was
“bombed” late one night, and the

enemy was routed.

A Great Radio Demonstration

The greatest of radio performances
was given its first big demonstration
this week, in carrying the proceedings
of the Republican National Conven-
tion, at Cleveland. The proceedings
were sent out by 14 broadcasting sta-
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tions, covering every section of the
United States so that listeners in almost
every part of the country could hear,
word-by-word, the detailed proceed-
ings of the convention, and the noise
of the applause and many of the indi-
vidual voices participating in remarks
and expressions.

It was a wonderful boost for radio. In
hundreds of newspaper offices, steno-
graphic notes were taken from radios,
instead of from telegraph reports.
Thereby placing the small papers on
equal footing with larger ones who
could maintain special correspondents
at the convention who could report on
private wires at great cost.

In addition, hundreds owning
strong radio sets were connected by the
use of open telephone lines to thou-
sands of homes not owning radios.
The loud-speaking horns making the
sounds as audible almost as though
spoken directly into the transmitter of
the phones.

Richard Nusbaum of Uniontown
broadcast portions of the Republi-
can convention proceedings from
his radio, for the benefit of local
party line subscribers, and the ser-
vice was excellent.

It was a wonderful demonstration
never heretofore equaled in any coun-
try in the world.

Accidents

A foreigner named, Luizi Decicchi
was killed instantly, Thursday, while
at work in the Union Bridge quarries.
The unfortunate man was prepared
to set off a blast, when a bank of rock
gave away, carrying him with it. A large
stone fell on top of him and crushed
him. The deceased leaves a wife and

seven children.

Husband Charges Wife

Ate Too Much

Charging her husband put iodine in
her medicine in an attempt to end her
life; that he was cruel and threatened
violence and abandonment, Mrs. Ida
Boone filed a bill of complaint against
her husband, Earnest Boone, 60, of
Johnsville, asking permanent alimony,
custody of her 16 year old son, and
half interest in their property.
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Mrs. Boone states that the defen-
dant has a farm of 175 acres, another
45 acres to which mortgage is
attached, and other valuable prop-
erty. Besides an income from this,
the defendant also has an income of
about $200 a month from milk ship-
ments. The plaindff states that are
only income for years was derive from
the sale of chickens.

In a bill of complaint, Mrs.
Boone, age 50, charged abandon-
ment because she and her son were
ordered from the home occupied by
them jointly with the defendant. She
charged cruelty and threats of vio-
lence. On one occasion, the defen-
dant is alleged to have put iodine in
the medicine of the plaintiff with the
intent to kill her.

It is also said that the defendant said
the plaintiff and her son take so much
time to eat, and that he, the defender,
intended to stop eating, as it was too
expensive, and took too much time.

M. and Mirs. Boone were married
in 1893 and have three children, the
youngest would still live with them.

June 20

Is Advertising Killing Newspapers?
W read a lengthy article the other day
about advertising killing local newspa-
pers — by padding them to overflow-
ing with the most overshadowing
form of advertising and taking readers
eyes off the written words in articles.

The subject is pertinent to several
lines of argument relative to the influ-
ence of advertising on the honesty
and dependency of the press relative
to its influence on public sentiment.
The average reader, perhaps, resents
bulky newspapers, made so by adver-
tising. The average reader wants to get
at the news, in readable shape, with-
out being forced to hunted it out of
the many sectioned ‘poster pages’, and
is ready with the opinion that there is
“nothing in” the papers anymore, but
advertising.

But, this objection — aggravating
as it may appear — is the least, so
far as advertising is concerned. The
thing that really counts, is, that
newspapers may be influenced, in
what we call their editorial policy,
by advertising patronage — the rev-

enue from it — not only as relates
to the daily opinion, formulated in
the editorials, but in the selection
and prominence, given to news
articles, and how the current news
of the day is presented.

It is as much an editorial policy
to feature — for instance — the fail-
ure of prohibition, and minimize
the benefits of it, as though openly
wet editorials are written. Read-
ers are influenced, perhaps more by
“the news”, then by carefully stated
editorial opinions. What happens
impresses itself more on the aver-
age mind, then on some writers
opinion. So, we must look into the
make-up of a paper, more than to its
editorial page, to find out the influ-
ence the paper is emphasizing.

Perhaps, after all, not withstand-
ing the cost of advertising, it is still too
cheap. It might result in more readers,
and more popular newspapers — if the
cost of advertising space was doubled
or tripled in order to cut it down, on
account of the high cost. Smaller and
better newspapers are demanded by
readers, pretty generally, and perhaps
advertisers would be fully well off by

using less space.

Violent Storms Strike Area

The fine weather the first part of this
week was spoiled by a heavy down-
pour on Wednesday afternoon,
accompanied by violent thunder
and lightning. Farm work received
another unfortunate set back.

The storms on Wednesday at
noon were general in the County,
but heaviest in the vicinity of
Woodsboro, Taneytown and Union
Bridge. About 100
uprooted along the state road from
Woodsboro to Taneytown.

Damages to trees were reported in
Taneytown and Union Bridge, and to
freshly planted cornfields. In Union-
town, the barn of Maurice Dutton
had the metal roof damage and the
barn of Roy Poole was blown over
and wrecked.

Several cows were killed by light-
ning, and hail that fell with the
gust striped, hundreds of bushels of
peaches from trees. Freshly cultivated
fields everywhere suffered generally,
and many last efforts at corn planting
have been postponed for the year

trees were
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The telephone company again had
considerable losses, over 3,500 poles
being reported out of service.

The gust knocked out the electric
lights of Taneytown just as the large
audience attending a sermon in the
Lutheran Church had commenced to
leave the church. Quick work on the
part of the sextons produced lamps,
and parishioners could exit with lit-
tle confusion. The town was without
lights for about an hour.

The condition of Catherine Eyler,
daughter, of Mr. and Mrs., William
Eyler, of near Woodsboro, who has
been suffering from the effects of
shock from lightning, since Wednes-
day, continues to be serious, according
to reports from the home.

Catherine was sitting close to
the kitchen stove during the storm,
when a bolt of lightning struck a
tree near the house. Catherine was
knocked from her chair. She recov-
ered, and was not believed to have
been seriously injured. But while
attending rehearsal of the Woods-
boro Lutheran choir, Thursday eve-
ning, she was taking seriously ill and
removed to her home.

Taneytown Carnival Well Attended
The Taneytown Fireman’s Carnival
has attracted reasonably large crowds
all week and will close on Saturday
night. The Emmitsburg and West-
minister fire trucks, with visitors from

both places, attended the carnival on
Thursday nigh.
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Killed As He Worked On
Church Repairs
Crushed against the wall of the
Church of the Brethren in Union
Bridge, Thomas Metz, 60, Satur-
day morning, was so badly injured
that he died Saturday evening at
his Union Bridge home, where he
was removed following the acci-
dent. Metz was assisting in the
remodeling of the church and was
trapped between a wall and a truck.
His spine was fractured. He was
removed to his home helpless.

Until a few months ago, Metz was
a farmer in the Johnsville district. He
retired in the spring and moved to
Union Bridge. He was a deacon of
the Church of the Brethren at Bea-
ver Dam, of which he was a lifelong
member.

Telephone Rates To Increase
The C&P Telephone Co. has issued
a detailed statement in which is cov-
ered the reasons for the increase in
rates to subscribers, the first part of
which relates to the total investment
of the company in equipment, with
gross revenues and expenses covered
the past five years, showing a rate of
return of 5% on an investment of
$27,587,000.

The average investment in each
telephone in Maryland is given as
$202, an increase in five years from

$151; and the increase in cost of con-
struction and materials as almost
100% more than in 1918.

The item of taxes is covered, show-
ing that in 1914 the company paid
$274,000 and for the present year,
about $1 million; or for each tele-
phone in 1919 the company paid
$3.33 in taxes and a 1924, approxi-
mately six dollars in taxes.

Charges to subscribers are based on
the number of telephones in the com-
munity. In general, the rates will be
increased as follows:
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